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My Bow in the Cloud 


Genesis 9: 13-15 
By Mrs. Thomas Todd Edwards 


T THUNDERING Niagara 
In sunlight’s radiant glow, 

We stood above the cataract 
And watched the mists below. 


Although they veiled the torrent 
God sent a beauty new ; 

The cloud that hid the roaring flood 
The rainbow brought to view. ‘ 


His voice ! — I turned to listen — 
A word spoke in my ears: 

‘‘ My greatest glory is not seen 
Save through the mist of tears. 


‘‘I spread the shadows o’er thee, 
So thou may’st find it true 

That when I bring the cloud o’er earth 
I send the rainbow, too. 


‘Until —_O blessed moment — 
My children, gathered Home, 

See, in that ‘ morning without clouds,’ 
The rainbow round the throne.”’ 


we 
Saved and Victorious 


God does not save us in order that we 
may go on sinning. He saves us in order 
that we may stop sinning. The grace that 
can save us from the penalty of sin can 
save us from its power. We do not have 
to wait until we get to Heaven in order 
to be saved from hell—we are saved the 
instant we receive Christ as Saviour. We 
do not have to wait until we get to Heaven 


in order to be saved from sinning — we are 
saved from sin’s power and bondage the 
instant we receive Christ as Saviour. 
Freedom from the law of sin is not prom- 
ised to God’s children as a future blessing : 
it is an accomplished fact in the present. 
“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death” (Rom. 8:2). There is a 
beautiful foregleam of this early in the 
Old Testament. God had brought his peo- 
ple Israel out of their bondage in Egypt 
and had led them triumphantly upon dry 
land through the Red Sea as the enemy 
vainly pursued them. “Then sang Moses 
and the children of Israel this song unto 
the Lord .. . Thou in thy mercy hast led 
forth the people which thou hast redeemed: 
thou hast guided them in thy strength unto 
thy holy habitation’ (Exod. 15:1, 13). 
Not only had God redeemed Israel, he had 
also guided them, not in their strength but 
in his own omnipotence, so that they might 
come unto his holy habitation and live in 
fellowship with him. Redeemed and — that 
is the Gospel. 
x 


Ishmael Against lsaac Again 
Ishmael’s sons are fighting Isaac’s sons 
again, in the land where they both were 
born, Recent newspaper headlines tell the 
story: Rioting by Arabs Spreads Terror 
over Holy Land; Death Toll Rises in Jeru- 


% 


salem as Rioting Resumes. Newspaper 
editorials discuss “The Palestine Riots” ; 
and then another headline reports that 
Britain’s Planes Curb Palestine Arabs’ Re- 
volt. Apparently Germany’s hatred and 
persecution of the Jews has increased Jew- 
ish immigration in Palestine—and the 
Arabs do not like it. The Arab outbreak 
was reported spreading beyond the Holy 
Land, with demonstrations at Damascus, 
and Amman in Transjordania. Great Brit- 
ain is responsible for order in the land, 
holding the Palestine Mandate; and a mob 
of infuriated men, screaming invective 
against the British Administration, attacked 
the railroad station and police station in 
Haifa. The trouble began almost 4,000 
years ago, with the sin of Abraham and 
Sarah who “were blinded by seeming ‘im- 
possibilities, and sought by earthly means 
to enable God to fulfill his engagements.” 
Ishmael was born as Abraham’s son of 
Hagar the Egyptian; when Isaac the son 
of promise was born later to Abraham and 
Sarah, Ishmael mocked. “As then he that 
was born after the flesh persecuted him 
that was born after the Spirit, even so it 
is now” (Gal. 4:29). As the sons of 
Abraham and Isaac return to their God- 
given land the ancient hatred is reviving 
and intensifying; but the return of the 
Lord himself draws near—and he will 
cast out “the son of the bondwoman” and 
establish forever “the son of the free- 
woman.” 
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The Faith That Achieves 


AMES in Scripture are always 
N extraordinarily significant. Have 
we noted the meaning of those in 
Hebrews 11: 32-34? Gideon, a “destroyer” 
of God’s enemies, a “cutter” down of God’s 
foes; Barak, lightning, a flame of God; 
Samson, the “sun,” shining in its strength; 
Jephthah, the “opener,” a word used of 
the flashing of a sword out of its scabbard; 
David, “beloved,” a man after God’s own 
heart; Samuel, “obtained of the Lord,” 
God’s love-gift to a mother’s heart. 
God’s destroyer; God’s lightning; God’s 
sun; God’s sword; God’s beloved; God’s 
child; what a mighty constellation of shin- 
ing stars! And yet who are these mighty 
men? Gideon began by putting an “if” 
against the solemn promise of God. Barak 
was helpless without Deborah. Samson 
fell under the fascination of Delilah. David 
was once an adulterer. Jephthah was base- 
born. What a list of failures! 
Then how did they become so mighty? 
By faith. They believed God. God values 
faithh He makes those most full of faith 


to shine out like stars; and he makes it 
a standard of our appreciation of one an- 
other. “I say ... to every man that is 
among you, not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think; but to think 
soberly, according as God hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith’ (Rom. 
1253). 

Extraordinarily comforting these names 
are, therefore. Weak faith can rise to the 
highest faith. Barak’s lost faith can be 
recovered; a base-born child can become 
God’s drawn sword; an adulterer can be- 
come the beloved of God; Samuel can be 
chosen in childhood to stand alone in a 
whole nation for God. What a wonderful 
thing faith is! Seven names in our Scrip- 
ture passage (including “the prophets”) 
are chosen, and four out of their order — 
Gideon before Barak, and Samson before 
Jephthah, because God ranks men accord- 
ing to their faith. 

Let us see what this faith was able to 
achieve. The higher grades of faith are 
in an active, working, operative, achieving 
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grace. Faith is the wheel that sets all 
other wheels whirling; it is the secret of 
all the great and holy achievements of the 
world. 
John Stuart Mill, not himself a believer, 
“is as strong as ninety-nine without one.” 
Look at God’s own record of what faith 
has done. “Through faith [they] subdued 
kingdoms” —like Moses and Joshua; 
“wrought righteousness” —like Jephthah 
and Phinehas; “obtained promises” — like 
Abraham and Solomon; “quenched the 
power of fire’ —like the three Hebrew 
lads; “stopped the mouths of lions” — like 
David and Daniel; “escaped the edge of 
the sword’ —like Elijah after Carmel; 
“from weakness were made strong” — like 
Job and Hezekiah; “waxed mighty in war” 
—like Samson and Joshua; “turned to 
flight armies of aliens” —like Hezekiah 
and Josiah. 

They are remarkably expressed in trip- 
lets. The first triplet describes aggressive 
holiness ; conquest of territory, active good- 
ness, and proves God’s word turned into 
fact; the second triplet describes personal 
deliverance—from wild beasts, deadly 
natural forces, and tyranny; the third trip- 
let describes splendid victories and flying 
enemies. All this is the work of faith alone. 
Faith ventures far for God; and far after 
God. It is faith alone that has the prom- 
ise of doing great things, and if great 
things are not being done in our life, or 
circle, or generation, it is because of little 
or no faith. 

What does this mean to us? As always, 
what is literal in the Old Testament is 
spiritual under the New. “Subdued king- 
doms” — above all, the kingdom of our 
own soul; “wrought righteousness” — it 
may be in the kitchen, or shop; “obtained 
promises” -— not general,- but particular 
ones; “stopped the mouths of lions” — bind- 
ing even devils by prayer; “quenched fire” 
—the flame meeting a greater ardor than 
its own; “escaped the sword” —of false 
systems that pierce the soul ; “turned armies 
to flight” — putting to rout myriads of 
alien lusts. What faith can do in our 
private personal life! Faith can resist 
great temptations ; conquer great fears ; sub- 
due mighty lusts; overcome overwhelming 
sorrows; faith can make a man keep an 
even keel in the mightiest of modern temp- 
ests. 

Are these small things? Is it a small 
thing for a widow to cast in all that she 
has? Is it a trifle for a man today to be 
faithful to all that he knows of the truth? 
Is it not a tremendous triumph if a soul 
is faithful, in public and in private, to all 
its God-given trusts? Is it a light achieve- 
ment for a man to leave drunken company, 
or for a young man to give up all his 
prospects for Christ, or for a girl to re- 
fuse one whom she loves because he -is 
not Christ’s? All God’s heroes are hard 
werkers, hard fighters, and splendid con- 
querors, 

Surely we all want to have achieved 
something before our Lord comes or we 
fall into our last sleep, and what encour- 
agement is here! God has done for you 
great things, and for your family ; but there 
are yet greater things waiting to be done. 
God has done great things for your soul; 
greater things are waiting on the threshold. 
How? By faith. Of Gladstone it was 
said, “His words swept England, time and 
again, like a resistless storm, because they 


“One man with a belief,” said - 
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had behind them the momentum which 
never comes to any soul but the soul that 
believes.” You and I can have the liv- 
ing, burning, moving faith, a faith that 
will go like a blast through the land. 

Or is there some soul reading this who 
is unsaved, and knows it, and yet wishes 
to be saved? Is there a soul crying 
out like the jailer of old, “What must 
I do to be saved?” By faith! The 
answer of the Lord himself was, “Thy 
faith hath made thee whole; go in peace.” 
“He that believeth” — not he that worketh, 
or he that striveth, or he that sobbeth — 
“hath” — is any word simpler than that? 
—everlasting life.” Believeth what? 
Nothing in the world is simpler, “God... 
hath borne witness concerning his Son. 

. And the witness is this, that God 
gave unto us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son” (1 John 5:9-11). No man 
can learn to swim so long as he keeps 
one foot on the sand. And so long as you 
are trusting. to anything but Christ and 
his work for sinful men, you cannot be 
saved. 

How much fire is fire? A little faith is 
faith! But little faith may become. great 
faith, just as one spark may kindle a great 
fre. “By grace are ye saved through 
faith” (Eph. 2:8). 








Notes on Open Letters 




















How Pray “In Jesus’ Name” ? 


We enjoy THe Sunpay ScHoot Times 
very much, and are greatly interested in 
the Notes on Open Letters. That is the 
first page I turn to when the paper arrives. 


May'I ask a question? What does it mean . 


to pray in Jesus’ name? (John 14: 13, 14.) 

‘oesn’t this really mean more than to say, 
“This we ask in Jesus’ name,” at the close 
of our prayer ?—A California reader. 

A name, in the Bible and in Oriental 
and primitive lands, is never a mere label 
as so often in present-day usage. Through- 
out the Scriptures personal names stand 
for the personality or experience of the 
one to whom they belong. As the late H. 
Clay Trumbull brought out many years ago 
in his studies in this field, the name stood 
for the most intimate, deepest, and most 
sacred aspect of the personality. There- 
fore prayer in the name of Jesus suggests 
the deepest, most precious and vital aspects 
of prayer. 

The Lord said to his disciples: “And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 
will I do, that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in 
my name, I will do it” (John 14: 13, 14). 
In the next chapter he said: “Abide in me, 
and I in you. . .. 1 am the vine, ye are 
the branches. . . . If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” 

To pray “in the name” of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, therefore, calls forthe meet- 
ing of vital conditions: the one who prays 
must have received Christ as Saviour, must 
have yielded unconditionally to him as Lord, 
must be trusting him unquestioningly for 
the meeting of every need; the one who 
prays has thus been taken into union with 
Christ as Saviour, Lord, and Life, and by 
surrender and faith is abiding or resting 
in Christ. When in this way it is “not I, 
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but Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20), 
one can indeed pray in Christ’s name. Ask- 
ing according to his name, with his words 
abiding in us, we know that “he heareth 
us: and if we know that he hear us, what- 
soever we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions that we desired of him” (1 John 
5:14, 15). 

What a priceless and precious privilege 
it is to pray in the name of our Lord Jesus 


Christ ! 
~ 


The Times Book Reviews 


There is no department of THE Sun- 
pAY ScHooLt TIMES to which more study 
and painstaking care are given than that 
of the book reviews. It is no easy task 
to get books reviewed discerningly, criti- 
cally, adequately. The Times editorial 
staff devotes persistent and unremitting 
care to this end, and the readers have 
given generous evidence of their appre- 
ciation. Some write that they do all their 
book buying in accordance with the reviews 
in these columns. Many follow the re- 
views closely, knowing that they will be 
kept informed of the best books in varied 
fields, and informed also of unreliable or 
unscriptural publications. 

The Publishers’ Weekly, that invaluable 
trade journal, some months ago published 
an interesting item in this connection. The 
writer of the note was talking with F. E. 


Pinkham, then manager of the Fleming H. - 


Revell Bookstore in New York, and asked 
Mr. Pinkham if recommendations by local 
ministers had much effect on his sales of 
religious books. 


He said he thought they did, but that 
it was sometimes a bit difficult to trace. 
Dr. ’s radio sermons do influence 
the sale of religious books, but the best 
boost a book of this sort can get, accord- 
ing to Mr. Pinkham, is a favorable mention 
in Tue Sunpay ScHuoot Times. That 
always starts off big sales. 


For which the Times “thanks God and 
takes courage.” 

A few years ago the Editor met Major 
Vivian Gilbert, who served under General 
Allenby with the British troops in Pales- 
tine during the World War and who wrote 
that memorable volume “The Romance of 
the Last Crusade,” an inspiring and illumi- 
nating narrative of the military campaign 
that resulted in the taking of Jerusalem 
from the Turks. Major Gilbert surprised 
the Editor by saying that the review of his 
book in THE SuNDAY ScHOooL TIMEs caused 
a sudden and large increase in the sales of 
the book, greatly exceeding the results from 
a review in one of the largest metropolitan 
daily newspapers in America. The pub- 
lishers were at first unable to account for 
a great increase in the sales, but finally 
traced it to the review in THe SUNDAY 
ScHoot TIMES. 

All this increases the responsibility of the 
Times staff to watch its reviews with un- 
remitting care. It is seeking earnestly to 
do so, and commends to the Times Family 
the reviews in the recent Children’s Book 
Number of Oct. 21, and in next week’s 
issue, the general Book Number of Novem- 
ber 25, together with the many reviews that 





‘appear in other issues throughout the year. 


The Times will welcome letters from its 
readers telling of their use of the reviews 
and of any special ways in which they find 
them of value. 
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When left alone with three little daughters 


“Discovering God” in Death's Shadows 
By a Once Puzzled Christian 














brother of successful ministers, and 

being a minister myself with a rea- 
sonable amount of success rewarding my 
efforts, I. found it comparatively easy to 
comfort a sorrowing friend, who had been 
living in death’s shadows just before a 
loved one passed away, by reminding him 
of the nearness of God at such times. 
However, when death entered my own 
home, and in a very peculiar and crushing 
way, the dark clouds became so thick and 
threatening that at times it seemed I could 
not see God, and even my hand, which 
had been reaching out to God through the 
clouds seemed to be slipping from the firm 
grip of faith in my heavenly Father’s hand, 
This may not seem consistent, but it is 
true nevertheless, and I have heard others 
confess they have had a similar experi- 
ence. The need is to discover God in 
death’s shadows. 


B eee the son, grandson, and also 


Wavering Faith 

My wife and I were wholly and happily 
consecrated to our work in the immediate 
pastorate. God had blessed our home with 
three children. But we were finally forced 
out of that pastorate. I went to another 
church, but the trouble-makers made a 
special trip there before we had moved on 
the field. 

We had been on the new field less than 
three months, and were entering an in- 
tensive evangelistic program, leading up 
to Easter, supported by a successful’ Bible- 
and-missionary-literature reading campaign, 
when some endeavored to break down the 
success of our Easter morning service. 

My wife had not had such experiences 
with church workers. She herself was so 
true a Christian, that she could not con- 
ceive of a Christian being other tHan a 
true Christian. Although always before 
she had been strong and enjoyed rugged 
health, early Tuesday morning she slip- 
ped off into unconsciousness with less than 
half an hour’s warning. Without regain- 
ing consciousness, she passed away the 
next day. 

I was left with three little children to 
look up to me as both Daddy and Mother, 
and with a disrupted church, although I 
had the joy of baptizing eighteen adults 
and young people on Easter Sunday night, 
as a result of earlier meetings. 

“Why must these things be now?” 
“Where is there any Christian justice?” 
“Has God failed us this time?” “Is there 
a God at all?” These and many similar 
questions overwhelmed me for a consider- 
able time. I knew not where I was going. 
Worse than that, I did not care, 

Prayer lost its effectiveness for me. Pre- 
viously I had joined with the poet in de- 
claring, 

More things are wrought by prayer 
Than this world dreams of, 
but when the blows had felled me in 
death’s shadows, everything seemed so un- 
real and different. 


As this pastor lays bare his own heart, 
his experiences will doubtless parallel 
those of many other Christians. He 
is honest enough to say that he found 
it hard to read the Bible and pray, 
that his faith wavered, that he was 
discouraged. But, as he tells how God 
brought him out of his despondency, 
his testimony will bring encourage- 
ment and cheer to other pilgrims on 
their Homeward way. 








Even the Bible seemed to lose its for- 
mer charm. I thought of God’s promise 
that he would not permit any of his chosen 
ones to be tempted more than they were 
able to stand in his strength. I was con- 
fident either that there was nothing to 
that promise, or else I was not one of “his 
chosen ones,” for I was sure I had re- 
ceived more than I could stand in anybody’s 
strength —even including God himself. 

Three severe blows had been dealt me. 
The first was the discovery that outside 
human help is very uncertain and often 
treacherous. Those who should have been 
loyal Christian brethren seemed to help 
stab the knife into the back that hastened 
the hand of death. Friendships, which had 
been rooted in human selfishness, vanished 
quickly like burst bubbles. Those who 
were bound the closest by human ties and 
interests often became so busy with other 
interests that they did not have time to 
be real Christian friends —friends in sor- 
row’s need, 

The second blow was the discovery that 
personal human strength is not enough. 
I stood at the edge of eternity alone so 
far as close companionship was concerned, 
and declared unhesitatingly, “I did every- 
thing possible, but it all failed!” I thought 
of the words of the Psalmist: “As for 
man, his days are as grass: as a flower 
of the field, so he flourisheth. For the 
wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and 
the place thereof shall know it no more” 
(Psa, 103: 15, 16). 


Trying to Be Daddy and Mother 

The third blow was the discovery of the 
increased responsibilities. The three chil- 
dren were joyful company and also daily 
reminders of my wife. Now they looked 
to me not only as Daddy, but also for 
Mother’s love and attention. I tried to 
remember everything their mother had done 
for them so I could do it myself. The 
first morning alone in our home, our mid- 
dle girl did not come out with her two 
sisters. Later I found her in the corner 
of a room broken-hearted. When I asked 
her what was wrong, her sobbing reply 
was, “Mother wasn’t here to love and kiss 
us when we got up.” I had forgotten 
about that. 

I went about dazed for several weeks 
and months. I tried to pray and could not 
do it. I tried to read my Bible, but it 
seemed to mean nothing to me. I tried 


attending church services, but it aroused 
such bitter sorrow I felt it was better not 
to try to go. I tried to find relief and 
comfort in things not closely associated 
with Christianity, but they seemed so hol- 
low and comfortless. 

Death’s shadows led me to the discovery 
that God is needed. I cried out from my 
heart with the Psalmist, “Help, Lord; for 
the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful 
fail from among the children of men” (Psa. 
12:1). My human strength and abilities 
had been reduced to their lowest degree. 
My doubting mind suggested there is no 
God, but my crushed life declared more 
desperately there must be a God, and my 
inner life groped out and up through the 
hovering shadows and clouds to find God. 


The Silver Lining 


One evening, tired and almost completely 
exhausted, I picked up a small volume of 
the Psalms and began to read. How hu- 
man they seemed! The Psalmist felt at 
times just as I did, and he found rest and 
comfort in God. 

Death’s shadows led me to the discovery 
of more time to think. Then I followed 
the Psalmist’s example: “I thought on 
my ways, and turned my feet unto thy 
testimonies” (Psa. 119:59). The Psalms 
led me back to the many precious promises 
in the New Testament. 

Death’s shadows led me to the discovery 
that my wife was better off than I (1 Cor. 
15:49). No more suffering, need, disap- 
pointments, worries, tiredness, and perplex- 
ities there. She was with God. I was 
sure of that. Only narrow selfishness would 
desire to recall her to the suffering, need, 
disappointment, worries, tiredness, and per- 
plexities of this life, 

. Death’s shadows led me to the discovery 

of an increased heavenly fellowship. One 
day before the noon meal I felt so dis- 
couraged that I hesitated to return thanks 
and said, “I can’t talk to Jesus today!” 
My oldest girl spoke right up, “Daddy, 
can’t you talk to Mother then? She’s with 
Jesus.” I took an increased interest in 
Heaven because I knew my loved one was 
there. 

Death’s shadows led to new interest in 
eternity. What was beyond this life? That 
was more important than this brief, uncer- 
tain life. Would I be ready when my 
time to follow should come? 

Death’s shadows led me to the discovery 
of the pettiness of this life. The whole 
world at best is nothing if the soul and 
eternity must be sacrificed (Matt. 16: 26). 
Even earthly treasures lost their attrac- 
tiveness for me (Matt. 6: 19-21). What 
does it really matter if we do not get as 
much as we think we should? What does it 
really matter now if our clothes are not the 
very latest and best? What does it really 
matter now if somebody else gets the hu- 
man credit for what we have done our- 
selves? What does it matter to us if other 
people choose to be selfish and petty? Those 
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are but things of the passing moment. What 
really counts now are those things which 
are for eternity. 

Death’s shadows led to the discovery of 


the need and challenge to carry on the 


ideais and plans of my wife. I felt almost 
as distinct a call as Joshua did after the 
death of Moses (Josh. 1:2). 

Death’s shadows led to the discovery of 
an increased need and value of soul-win- 
ning. We are here today and gone tomor- 
row. Three weeks after my wife’s death 
I returned to my pulpit, and I pleaded with 
the unsaved to remember that on Easter 
Sunday night my wife was well and appar- 
ently healthy in our church service, but 
that she had been stricken down without 
warning and died within sixty hours after 
that service. Five young people, among 
whom was a wayward young man who 
fairly worshiped his Christian mother, sur- 
rendered to Christ. 

Death’s shadows led to greater love for 
other sorrowing people. The old familiar 
Gospel song, “Do you know the world is 
dying for a little bit of love?” takes a 
new meaning. The world needs more 
Christianity and less mere “churchanity,” 
more quiet, simple possession, with genu- 
ine Christian service, and less mere out- 
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ward profession, with selfishness eating out 
the heart and life. 

Death’s shadows led to greater faith in 
God. I knew my efforts were not in vain 
(1 Cor. 15:58), in the face of the great- 
est possible discouragements. | Christian 
arguments were not necessary, for like 
Paul (2 Tim. 1:12), I knew from experi- 
ence that God can be depended upon to 
keep that which is committed to him. 

Death’s shadows led to the discavery 
of a more joyful anticipation of the future 
reunion (John 14: 1-4; 1 Thess. 4: 15-18). 
As we clasp hands around the table 
to return thanks, we look ahead joyfully 
to the time when the family circle once 
more will be complete. 

Thus Death’s shadows, instead of wreck- 
ing my faith in God, have led to the dis- 
covery of a more glorious God. I know 
not why the past-was the way it has been, 
but I know God knows why and he knows 
best. He has prepared the better eternity, 
and enables even the remaining ones to see 
a finer, deeper meaning in real life, bring- 
ing that sweeter and more lovely attitude 
toward life and others. We true Chris- 
tians will spend an endless eternity with 
our departed Christian loved ones and with 
our glorious God. 
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Crashing down upon the mighty steel bows of modern liners, the cold fury of northern 

seas sways them in their courses and slows their twin-screw headway. What must those 

ray mountains of water have been to John Newton on a sailing vessel 175 years ago 3 

hey lost their prey, and drove him to God. This is the second article in a brief series 
on the great hymn writer, which will be continued in an early issue. 


fished for cod off the Newfound- 

land Banks. They did this for 
pleasure, but the supply of fish was later 
to help sustain their lives. They left the 
Banks March 1, 1748, ina gale. Some days 
later Newton found a volume of Thomas 
a Kempis. He had looked at it before, but 
now he thought, What if these things were 
true? So he shut the book! 

That night he was awakened by a wave 
that broke over the ship and filled his 
cabin, There was a cry that the vessel 
was sinking, and the sailors began to use 
the pumps and even bailed with buckets. 
Newton cried out, “almost without any 
meaning: ‘If this will not do, the Lord 
have mercy upon us.’ This (though spoken 
with little reflection) was the first desire 
I had breathed for mercy for the space of 
many years. I was instantly struck with 
my own words, and as Jehu said once: 
‘What hast thou to do with peace?’ so 
it directly occurred, ‘What mercy can there 
be for me?’ I was obliged to return to 
the pump, and there I continued till noon, 
almost every passing wave breaking over 
my head; but we made ourselves fast with 
ropes, that we might not be washed away. 
. . . I continued at the pump from three 
in the morning till near noon, and then I 
could do no more.” An hour later he took 
the wheel and “steered the ship till mid- 
night, excepting a small interval for re- 
freshment. I had here leisure and con- 
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venient opportunity for reflection. . .. I 
had formerly been well acquainted with 
the Bible, and many’ passages, upon this 
occasion, returned upon my memory, par- 
ticularly those awful passages, Proverbs 
1: 24-311; Hebrews 6: 4, 6, and 2 Peter 2: 
20, which seemed so exactly to suit my 
case and character, as to bring with them a 
presumptive proof of a divine original. 
Thus, as I have said, I waited with fear 
and impatience to receive my inevitable 
doom, ...'. 

“When I saw, beyond all probability, that 
there was still hope of respite, and heard 
about six in the evening that the ship was 
freed from water, there arose a gleam of 
hope. I thought I saw the hand of God 
displayed in our favour; I began to pray; 
I could not utter the prayer of faith, I 
could not draw near to a reconciled God 
and call him Father: my prayer was like 





1“Because I have called, and ye refused; I 
have stretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded; but ye have set at nought all my 
counsel, and would none of my reproof: I also 
will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when 
your fear cometh; when your fear cometh as 
desolation, and your destruction cometh as a 
whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh 
upon you. Then shall they call upon me, but 
I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but 
they shall not find me: for that they hated 
knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the 
Lord: they would none of my counsel: they 
despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they 
eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled 
with their own devices” (Prov. 1 : 24-31). 
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the cry of the ravens, which yet the Lord 
does not disdain to hear.” 

The thought of Christ’s death for sinners 
came into Newton’s mind.. “The great 
question now was, how to obtain faith ... 
that the Scriptures were of divine inspira- 
tion, and a sufficient warrant for the ex- 
ercise of trust and hope in God.” Luke 
11:13 and John 7: 17.were two verses £ that 
helped him. 

The live stock the ship had been carry- 
ing was by this time washed overboard, 
the sails were mostly gone, and all the 
provisions except the Newfoundland cod 
were destroyed. Once the seamen thought 
they sighted land, but it was only a cloud 
formation, and they ran into more gales. 
Half a salted cod became a day’s provision 
for twelve people, the pumps had to be 
kept going, and for all this trouble the 
captain blamed Newton. 

When the ship finally anchored at Lough 
Swilly, Ireland, the last food was cooking ; 
and in two hours high winds came on again, 
in which the crippled vessel would undoubt- 
edly have gone down if it had not been 
safe in the harbor. 

During this long and hard voyage New- 
ton had been impressed by three books 
which he found on board: a New Testa- 
ment, Bishop Beveridge’s sermons, and 
Stanhope’s Thomas a Kempis. He was 
struck by the parable of the fig tree in 
Luke 13, the story of the Prodigal Son, 
and Paul’s testimony in 1 Timothy 1. 

“IT stood in need,” he wrote, “of an. 
Almighty Saviour, and such a one I found 
described in the New Testament... . I was 
no longer an infidel; I heartily renounced 
my former profaneness, and I had taken 
up some right notions; was seriously dis- 
posed, and sincerely touched with a sense 
of the undeserved mercy I had received, in 
being brought safe through so many dan- 
gers. I was sorry for my past mis-spent 
life, and purposed an immediate reforma- 
tion. I was quite freed from the habit of 
swearing, which seemed to have been deeply 
rooted in me, as a second nature. Thus 
to all appearance I was a new man.... 
Still I was greatly deficient in many re- 
spects. . . . I was not brought in the way 
of evangelical preaching or conversation 
(except the few times when I heard, but 
understoond not) for six years after this 
period . . . I consider this as the beginning 
of my return to God, or rather of his re- 
turn to me; but I cannot consider myself 
to have been a believer (in the full sense 
of the word) till a considerable time after- 
wards.” : 

At Londonderry, after earnest prepara- 
tion, he took the Lord’s Supper, and en- 
gaged himself “to be the Lord’s for ever.” 

The following day he once again nar- 
rowly escaped death. On a shooting expe- 
dition his gun went off accidently, ard the 
charge passed so close to his head that 
it burned the corner of his hat. 

The remembrance of Mary Catlett was 
still as bright as ever in Newton’s mind. 
Soon after he arrived in Liverpool in 
May, 1748, he proposed to her by letter, 
and she replied in a cautious but encour- 
aging manner. Now another voyage to 





1“TIf ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children: how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask him?” (Luke 11 : 13). 

“If any man will do his will, he shall know 
of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether 
I speak of myself” (John 7 : 17). 
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buy slaves in Guinea in West Africa de- 
ferred his hopes, but it was a momentous 
time for him. 

Although he had stopped swearing, he 
fell into sin again, “almost as bad as be- 
fore.” But soon he was stricken with fever, 
and this trial, permitted by God, brought 
him to himself. “I was enabled to hope 
and believe in a crucified Saviour. ... 
From that time; I trust I have been de- 
livered from the power and dominion of 
sin; though, as to the effects and conflicts 
of sin dwelling in me, I still ‘groan, being 
burdened.’ ” 

On the way home he studied Latin with 
the aid of a volume of Horace, and he 
pursued these studies on later voyages, and 
became proficient in it. 

The ship docked at Liverpool, and as 
soon as he could get away Newton went 
to Kent. He was only twenty-five, yet 
he knew the bitterness of life without God. 
More than seven years had elapsed since 
his first visit, and now the hope that had 
often been the only light in the night of 
his sin and wandering was about to be 
realized. John and Mary were married 
February 1, 1750. 


When Mail Was Delayed 


Newton’s seafaring days were not yet 
over. Only a few months after his mar- 
riage he went away again, this time master 
of a ship himself. He wrote two or three 
times a week to his bride, though letters 
could not be sent for many months; he took 
up his Latin again; and he established pub- 
lic worship, with two services each Sun- 
day. This first voyage took fourteen 
months. He was again captain on a second, 
and had much leisure to study. “In the 
course of this voyage,” he wrote, “I was 
wonderfully preserved in the midst of many 
obvious and many unforeseen dangers.” 

On one occasion he fully expected let- 
ters from his wife at one port, but they 
were forwarded by mistake to another, 
where he got them later. When he missed 
the mail, he thought she was dead. In 
commenting on this experience, he makes 
a keen observation on human nature: “I 
felt some severe symptoms of that® mix- 
ture of pride and madness, which is com- 
monly called a broken heart; and indeed 
I wonder that this case is not more com- 
mon than it appears to be. How often 
do the potsherds of the earth presume to 
contend with their Maker!” 

During a third voyage he came down 
with fever. Of this time of trial he said: 
“My trust, though weak in degree, was 
alone fixed upon the blood and righteous- 
ness of Jesus; and those words, ‘he is able 
to save to the uttermost,’ gave me great 
relief.” At St. Christopher’s Island, in 
the British West Indies, he found a cap- 
tain of a ship from London “whose con- 
versation was greatly helpful to me. He 
was a man of experience in the things of 
God, and of a lively communicative turn.” 
They would spend the evenings together 
on each other’s ships, and he encouraged 
Newton to pray with others and witness 
for Christ, and increased his knowledge. 
“Now I began to understand the security 
of the covenant of grace, and to expect to 
be preserved, not by my own power and 
holiness, but by the mighty power and 
promise of God, through faith in an un- 
changeable Saviour.” 

It seems strange that Newton was still 
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engaged in the slave trade. Let him speak 
for himself: “During the time I was en- 
gaged in the slave trade, I never had the 
least scruple as to its lawfulness; I was, 
upon the whole, satisfied with it, as the 
appointment Providence had marked out 
for me; yet it was, in many respects, far 
from eligible.” But he did pray that God 
would lead him into other work, and that 
prayer was to be answered in an unex- 
pected way. 

On the eve of another voyage he was 
seized with a “fit . . . of the apoplectic 
kind,” which rendered him helpless for one 
hour. His wife, who was with him at the 
time, was so seriously affected that she 
later fell ill herself. It was deemed unsafe 
for Newton to undertake the voyage, and 
this ended his career on the sea. 

About this time the young Christian was 
greatly helped by George Whitfield, and 
other Christians in London. In 1755 he 
was appointed tide surveyor at Liverpool, 
and made his home there for several years. 
He studied New Testament Greek; He- 
brew, and Syriac; and read the “best 
writers in divinity” in Latin, English, and 
French. He sought ordination in the Es- 
tablished Church from the Archbishop of 
York in 1758, but was refused. The same 
year he made his first attempt at preach- 
ing in a “dissenting meeting house, at 
Leeds.” In view of Newton’s later fruit- 
fulness as a minister of the Gospel, his 
description of this first service should be 
an encouragement to others. “Before I 
had spoken ten minutes I was stopped, like 
Hannibal upon the Alps. My ideas for- 
sook me: darkness and confusion filled up 
their place. . . . I stared at the people, and 
they at me.” Finally he had to give up. 

But he was not discouraged by this 
failure. He began to write sermons, and 
tried to preach a second time. Even then 
he says his manner was awkward, his “eyes 
were riveted to the book,” and he read the 
sermon through. He opened a meeting in 
his home on Sunday evenings for a few 
friends, and this was kept up during his 
last three years in Liverpool. 


His Friendship with Cowper 


Through the influence of Lord Dartmouth, 
the curacy of Olney was offered to New- 
ton. He gladly accepted it, and in the 
spring of 1764, when he was thirty-nine 
years old, he became a minister of the 
Church of England and curate of Ojiney, 
where he lived for the next fifteen years. 
This was a fruitful period of his life, for 
while he became a powerful preacher and a 
true pastor in the village, he exercised a 
strong influence for good over the poet, 
William Cowper. 

“It is to the friendship and intercourse 
formed between these two ped coe men,” 
writes the author of the “Memoirs,” “that 
we are indebted for the origin of the Olney 
Hymns. These hymns are too celebrated 
in the annals of sacred poetry not to de- 
mand special notice in a life of Cowper, 
who contributed to that collection some of 
the most beautiful and devotional effusions 
that ever enriched this species of composi- 
tion. They were the joint production of 
the divine.and the poet, and ‘intended (as 
the former expressly says in his preface) 
as a monument to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of an intimate and endeared friend- 
ship.’” (Sixty-seven of Cowper’s “Olney 
Hymns” may be found in “Cowper’s 
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Poetical 
Press. ) 

Another writer who was greatly helped 
by Newton was Thomas Scott. The au- 
thor of the “Memoirs” says that Scott 
“was afterwards strengthened by God to 
the performance of such labours, especially 
in Biblical interpretation, as have had, in 
modern times, perhaps few equals in ex- 
tent and abundance, and assuredly none in 
their circulation and their influence.” While 
at Olney Newton published a Volume of 
Sermons, a Review of Ecclesiastical His- 
tory, and the Olney Hymns. 


(To be concluded) 


Works,” Oxford University 








Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am sponsor for ag:rls’ 
club of the church to which I belong; the 
girls who are eligible are in the last two years 
of high school or the first two years of college. 
Socially, the club is a huge success; but spir- 
itually it has made slow progress. 

Would you kindly give me some suggestions, 
perhaps a book to read or some novel way of 
studying the Scripture? I have heard of a 
bcok for boys alone, and have wondered if 
there is one for girls. Any suggestion from 
you would be greatly appreciated.—_A CHICAGO 
READER. 


EAR READER: Your letter is before 
me, and I congratulate you on the 
opportunity which is yours. I know the 
responsibility, but if you keep yourself in 
the mighty wisdom of God, you will make 
impressions that will last all through the 
lives of these girls, who are fast growing 
into womanhood. I am giving you a list 
of books, which you may like to read, or 
have them read at a meeting. And perhaps 
do so while the girls sew, crochet, or knit, 
as is now the fad. Making suits for them- 
selves is a good occupation. . To suggest 
in the beginning that they make things for 
others, and to work toward that,- may 
stimulate them. If you know of a mis- 
sion which is needy (and I am sure there 
are many such), get your girls to make 
baby clothes or children’s clothing, and this 
may appeal to them. It is good to keep 
them busy, and to let them see they are 
accomplishing something will help in the 
good work. You have orphanages in your 
denomination, and to do something for them 
will be worth while. You may have to 
let them do something for themselves, be- 
fore you can lead them to work for. others. 
The girls will enjoy taking turns at 
reading for half an hour or an hour, and 
it will help to iet them choose the topic for 
discussion or reading. Today high school 
girls must face sex questions, and it is 
better for those girls to talk it over with 
a consecrated and wise Christian than to 
get the outside immoral viewpoint. 

If you can get them to be free to tell 
you what they think, no matter what you 
may think in your heart, you may do a 
great deal of good, without seeming to 
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force anything. I suppose you have open- 
ing exercises, and if you do, I suggest you 
read the Proverbs —a chapter a night will 
have its influence, for most verses are ser- 
mons in themselves. Try it, and let your 
girls do the reading; begin at the first 
chapter, and follow through the whole book. 
I believe you will find they will absorb 
much of it, whether they desire to or not! 
Some leaflets, well chosen, will prove in- 
teresting. Keep them as a surprise for 
the time on your program when you need 
a change. But let the girls do the read- 
ing. Some clubs have taken “Girls’ Prob- 
lems of Today, discussed by Mother Ruth” 
($1.50; if ordering, see note below), and 
have read a letter or two each meeting, 
which leads to profitable discussion. 

Also I would have much singing. I do 
not know that I would stick to the hymns, 
unless they choose them, but I would let 
them have a number of choruses like “The 
Beauty of Jesus,” and “He’s the One I 
Love,” and go on learning a new one 
every evening, until you have a large selec- 
tion, and they will soon be favorites in 
the club. You can make a book of them, 
and the girls will treasure it. 

You will have to be the leader in prayer, 
and the Holy Spirit will give you the power 
to carry on in his name. Later you will 
find that the girls can take charge of the 
devotions. You have a blessed work, which 
you can do in God’s strength. 

The list of books which will prove in- 
valuable to them: 

“His Unchanging Word,” by William Evans, 
50 cents. 

‘ “Exploring the Bible,” by Frank E. Gaebelein, 
1.50. 

“A Life of Christ for Young People,” by Mar- 

garet Sangster, $1.50. 


“Girls Should Know,” by Mrs. 
Howell, $1.50. 


The four books listed here, and the book 
mentioned above, may be ordered from the 
Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia. Please add 10 cents for postage. 


Arousiag Returns to Her Own 


EADERS of THE Sunpay ScHoon 

Trmes have been deeply interested 
ever since the year 1920 in the progress of 
our young Armenian friend, Arousiag 
Stepanian. When she was just a little 
girl, she was rescued from the Armenian 
massacres in which the lives of nearly all 
the members of her family were sacrificed, 
and after many strange experiences she 
reached the American Girl’s School in 
Scutari, near what was then called Con- 
stantinople and is now Istanbul. 


Alfreda J. 


After a valued training there, she came 


to America to complete her education in 
order that she might go back to the Near 
East to teach in one of the Christian 
schools. During her first year or two in 
America, Arousiag lived in the School for 
Christian Workers in Philadelphia, under 
the fostering care of Deaconess Elizabeth 
James. At the same time she attended 
the Friends Select School, and from that 
School she graduated to enter Wheaton 
College, Illinois. 

There she not only took an excellent 
stand as a student, but was widely used 
in important College activities. She was 
president of the Girls’ Glee Club, presi- 
dent of the Foreign Students Association, 
active in the various Christian organiza- 
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tions of the College, and much loved by 
students and faculty alike. 

From Wheaton College she went to the 
Graduate School of the University of Penn- 
sylvania, and had a year there. As illustrat- 
ing the esteem in which Arousiag has been 
held all along the way, the Dean of the 
School of Education of the University, Dr. 
J. H. Minnick, writes concerning her: “I 
was delighted to have her with us. I think 
she is one of the finest girls we have ever 
had on our campus.” 

Her American education thus completed, 
Miss Stepanian has received a call from 
The Bible Lands Gospel Mission in Beirut 
and Shweifat, Syria, to join their staff 
as a teacher. This Mission enterprise is 
strongly and soundly evangelical. Its edu- 
cational work for high school grades is 
fully recognized, and its evangelistic work 





AROUSIAG STEPANIAN 


throughout its field reaches thousands with 
the Gospel message. The Rev. V. Atchinak, 
the head of the school, has been in America 
on deputation work for some months, and 
he is planning to open a special work for 
Arousiag among Armenians, thousands of 
whom are living in and around Beirut. 

The Lord’s hand has been marvelously 
shown in this young girl’s progress. A 
letter giving these facts’is now going to 
those who have had a share in her sup- 
port to the end that she might return to 
take the purely evangelical message, un- 
touched by the blight of Modernism, to 
those who have been upon her heart dur- 
ing all these years of preparation. Sup- 
port is now needed in prayer and in free- 
will offerings for Arousiag as she sets forth 
upon this answer to her call. Funds are 
needed for her voyage and the beginning 
of her life in Beirut in The Bible Lands 
Gospel Mission, and the necessary support 
in the field. It will take about $250 for 
her transportaticn and about $600 a year 
for her support. Will you consider thought- 
fully and prayerfully whether this may not 
be your call to share in the work that 
this devoted and courageous young Chris- 
tian has been called upon to do? Her 
work will be largely among the children 
of those in great need, and the far-reach- 
ing influence of this in the Near East to- 
day can hardly be measured. Your con- 
tributions should be sent to Mr. Philip E. 
Howard, Trustee, in care of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot TIMEs, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia, and inquiries concerning The 
Bible Lands Gospel Mission may be sent 
to the same address. 
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A Human Sacrifice — 
then a Sunday School 











MERICA was shocked and amazed last 

February when newspaper headlines 
and radio told of a human sacrifice in 
the mountains of Kentucky. A woman past 
seventy years of age, Mrs. Lucendia Mills, 
had been slain by her own son as an act 
of religion. 


Worse still, a large number of people 
in the community, members of the religious 
cult that was responsible, united in this un- 
believable crime, and several young children 
barely escaped the sacrifice of their lives. 


A woman who attempted to rescue the 
victims from a locked building was refused 
admission, and was terrified when she heard 
the words: “Crucify her, cut her head off.” 


The murder was committed, and the 
dead woman was expected to rise from 
the dead. 


But Satan and his dupes overreached 
themselves. The American Sunday School 
Union promptly asked one of its mission- 
aries in Kentucky, J. Alva Stafford, to go 
at once to the scene of the tragedy and, 
if possible, to organize a Sunday-school 
there. In less. than twenty-four hours Mr. 
Stafford was on his way to Tomahawk, 
where the dreadful event had taken place. 


From every standpoint it was a difficult 
and dangerous journey. Following a cloud- 
burst of rain, streams had overflowed their 
banks and a long trek was necessary. 


The missionary’s life was in danger for 
other reasons, too; mountain stills, making 
illicit liquor, were in operation there, and 
who would believe that he was a Chris- 
tian missionary and not a revenue agent? 


In the first house he reached, a two room 
log cabin, lived nine boys and girls, only 
two of whom could read. They promised to 
attend a Sunday-school if one were started, 
—and they had never been to one before. 


A public meeting was called to consider 
plans for a Sunday-school; an overflowing 
crowd of deeply interested people came. 
God made the wrath of man to praise him, 
and the average attendance at that school 
during the past summer has been over one 
hundred, with seventy pupils that never 
missed a Sunday during the first quarter. 


Mr. Stafford has written out the story 
of his experience, telling of the weird, hyp- 
notic, and murderous cult and its cere- 
monies and obsessions, and telling also of 
the blessed results of this desperately 
needed Sunday-school cvangelism. His 
story will be published soon in THE Sun- 
DAY ScHoot TIMES in a brief series of 
articles. Those who wish to make sure 
of securing this profoundly impressive nar- 
rative of the awful power of Satan, and 
of the greater power of the Word of God 
and the Gospel of our Lord, can have the 
articles in a. Ten Weeks Get Acquainted 
subscription. sent, for 25 cents, to anyone 
not now receiving the paper. Subscrip- 
tions should be mailed promptly, asking; for 
the “Human Sacrifice” series, and ad- 
dressed to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. 
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LESSON 10. DECEMBER 3. PAUL IN EPHESUS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 18:18 to 20:38; printed text: 19: 8-20 
Golden Text.—Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.— Matt. 5 : 10a 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 19 : 8-20 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 19:8 And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for 
the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things con- 
cerning the kingdom of God. 4 

9 But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake 
evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from them, and 
separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus. 

10 And this continued by the space of two years; so that all 
they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both 
Jews and Greeks. 

11 And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: 

12 So that from his body were brought unto the sick handker- 
chiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil 
spirits went out of them. : 

13 Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them 
to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, 
saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. f 

14 And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of 
the priests, which did so. . 

15 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul 
I know; but who are ye? 

16 And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and 
Overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out 
of that house naked and wounded. : 

17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling 
at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord 
Jesus was magnified. : 

18 And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their 
deeds. 

19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their 
books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted 
the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 

20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed. 


% % 


The Lecen as a Whole (18 : 24-26). 


Disputing and persuading. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Acts 19:8 And he entered into the synagogue, and spake boldly 
for the space of three months, reasoning and persuading as to the 
things concerning the kingdom of God. 9 But when some were 
hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the multi- 
tude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples, reasoning 
daily in the school of Tyrannus. 10 And this continued for the 
space of two years; so that all they that dwelt in Asia heard the 
word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. 11 And God wrought 
special ? miracles by the hands of Paul: 12 insomuch that unto the 
sick were carried away from his body handkerchiefs or aprons, and 
the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out. 13 
But certain also of the strolling Jews, exorcists, took upon them to 
name over them that had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, 
saying, I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. 14 And there 
were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, a chief priest, who did this. 
15 And the evil spirit answered and said unto them, Jesus I * know, 
and Paul I know; but who are ye? 16 And the man in whom the 
evil spirit was leaped on them, and mastered both of them, and pre- 
vailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and 
wounded, 17 And this became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, 
that dwelt at Ephesus; and fear fell upon them all, and the name 
of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 18 Many also of them that had 
believed came, confessing, and declaring their deeds. 19 And not 
a few of them that practised magical arts brought their {books 
together and burned them in the sight of all; and they counted the 
price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So 
mightily grew the word of the Lord and prevailed. 

1Gr., powers. * Or, recognize. 
American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 
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Verse 12—From his body were brought 





By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


AUL in Ephesus resulted in a revival 
Pp and a riot in Ephesus. This city, as 

notable in that ancient world as 
Athens and Corinth, was the home of the 
Temple of Diana which was counted one 
of the seven wonders of the world. But 
when Paul came to this “Vanity Fair of 
Asia,” he brought a message that worked 
wonders such as never entered into the 
mind of man. Probably more true be- 
lievers today are crying to God for re- 
vival than in any other period of the world’s 
history. The God who worked wonders at 
Ephesus is still our living God, ready to 
conquer all the unseen hosts of evil, and to 
bring revival. 


The Historical Setting 

Paul visited Ephesus at the close of his 
second journey, probably in A. D. 52 (Acts 
18: 18-22). After some time in Antioch, 
he started on his third journey, which we 
may put from A. D. 53 to 57, including 
about three years in Ephesus, and three 
months in Greece, ending with the journey 
to Jerusalem (Acts 18:23; 19:8, 10; 20: 
31). 
Verse by Verse 

Acts 19:8.—Into the synagogue. 
Acts 18:19-21. For the space of three 
months. In no other place, apparently, did 
the Jews permit him to continue so long. 
The work of Apollos, and Aquila and 
Priscilla, probably had much to do with this 


Read 


Rather, reasoning and seeking to persuade. 
Concerning the kingdom of God, Preach- 
ing the Kingdom of God means preaching 
the Gospel, called also “the Word of God,” 
and “the Way” (Acts 20:25; 12:24; 8: 
123 142.225 24:22; 2s 31). 

Verse 9.—When divers were hardened, 
and believed not. Unbelief, impenitence, 
and hardness of heart go together (Mark 
16:14; Rom. 2:5; 2 Cor. 4:3, 4). Spake 
evil of that way before the multitude. The 
Jews who turned from Christ did not re- 
main neutral (Acts 21: 27-31). He de- 
parted from them. There comes a time 
when God’s Spirit ceases to strive with men 
who harden themselves. Only part turned 
enemies, but they were sufficient to prevent 
the Jews as a whole from accepting the 
Gospel. Disputing daily. Mark the intense 
interest that called for daily meetings. In 
the school of one Tyrannus. Probably 
Tyrannus, a teacher of rhetoric or philos- 
ophy, was a convert. 


Verse 10.—This continued .. . two years. 
In addition to the three months, since Paul 
spent nearly three years in Ephesus (20: 
31). What a revival it was! All they 
which dwelt in Asia. The western part of 
Asia Minor, comprising the countries of 
Caria, Lydia (the land of the famous 
Croesus), and Mysia. The name eventually 
spread to the whole continent. Paul may 
have traveled into the various cities in 
Asia, or more likely the word was carried 
by his disciples, who established most of 
the seven churches in Asia (Rev. 2 and 3). 


Verse 11.—God wrought special miracles 
by the hands of Paul. See Special Topics. 


unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons. 
was an extraordinary way to work, but it 
was done so that the glory went to the 
name of Jesus and not to Paul. 


Verse 13.—Certain of the vagabond Jews, 
exorcists. Jewish exorcists who traveled 
about from place to place. It was com- 
mon for the Jews to seek to cast out evil 
spirits, though it is not certain that they 
ever did so except through the name of 
Jesus (Matt. 12: 27; Mark 9: 38, 39; Luke 
10:17). Took upon them. Without re- 
pentance for sin or faith in their hearts, 
they dared to lay hold of holy things after 
the manner of Simon Magus (Acts’ 8: 9- 
24). We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul 
preacheth. They themselves did not preach 
him. Significantly, they do not say “the 
Lord Jesus” (1 Cor, 12:3). 


Verse 14.—Seven sons of one Sceva, a 
Jew, and chief of the priests. Probably 
the head of one of the twenty-four courses 
of priests. 


Verse 15.—The evil spirit answered. The 
evil spirit is a distinct personality from the 
man who is possessed. Jesus I know. All 
of the demons knew him (Mark 1: 34; Luke 
4:41). And Paul I know. The combined 
hosts of Satan were directing all their 
hate and opposition against Paul; they cer- 
tainly knew him, and that he had power to 
command them. 

Verse 16.—The man .. . leaped on them. 
Here it is the man, empowered by the evil 
spirit. Overcame them. The ancient 
Greek manuscripts say “both of them,” 
indicating, if the reading is correct, that 
only two of the seven were then present. 
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Prevailed against them. Demon-possessed 
‘people have supernatural power (Mark 5: 
; 3-5). 

Verse 18.—Many that believed came, and 
confessed. Evidently referring to believers 
who had not given up all their heathen 
practice of magic. 


Verse 19.—Them also which used curi- 
ous arts brought their books. Ephesus 
was the center of magical arts and sorcery. 
“Ephesians letters” were the names of sym- 
bols and formulas carried as charms and 
in other ways displayed. Burned them be- 
fore all. A public act giving evidence of 
genuine repentance. Counted the price... 
fifty thousand pieces of silver. The Greek 
drachma, worth about the same as the Ro- 
man denarius, seventeen cents, but in those 
days a day’s wage, so that in terms of our 
money the books were worth about $75,000. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Paul wrote the Ephesian Christians that 
our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, 
but against spiritual hosts of wickedness in 
the heavenly places (Eph. 6:12). Ephesus 
was perhaps the greatest center on earth 
of these spiritual hosts of wickedness. 
There the Gospel came into conflict with 
the powers of heathenism. And there was 
it proved that greater is he that is in us 
than he that is in the world (1 John 4: 4). 
Mark the characteristics of a true spiritual 
revival as found in the thrilling events of 
this lesson: (1) Believers baptized by the 
Holy Spirit. (2) The Word of God, the 
cross of Christ, the whole counsel of God 
preached. (3) Many believe, both Jews 
and Gentiles. (4) Division results, oppo- 
sition raised, suffering and persecution on 
the part of Christ’s ministers. (5) Power 
of the miracles magnifies the name of 
Christ. (6) Confession of sins on the part 
of Christians, who now go all the way with 
God. (7) Conflict with mammon and with 
other heathen gods. (8) The Gospel broad- 
cast throughout the world. The heart of 
the lesson is that Spirit-empowered witness- 
ing for Christ results in revival, and in 
victory over all the power of the enemy. 


Lesson Outlines 
REVIVAL AND Riot In EPHESUS 


1. The Gospel and the synagogue: 
Dividing the Jews into disciples and per- 
secuting-enemies. Withdrawal to a Gen- 
tile meeting place. 


2. The Gospel and the heathen temple: 
Many Gentiles give up idols. Believers 
give up magical arts. The name of Christ 
magnified above all. 


3. The Gospel and the Money god: 
Idolatry, covetousness, and immorality 
all closely linked in Ephesus, rebelling 
against the truth of God. 


4. The Gospel and all Asia: From 
Ephesus the Gospel went into Asia and 
the world. 


Note: See Heart of the Lesson for 
characteristics of a true revival. 
Spririt-F1LLED PREACHING 

1. The Preacher and his Methods. 

2. The Message and its Power. 


3. The Results for believers and ene- 
mies. 


Note ten characteristics of Paul and 
his preaching in Acts 20: 17-38. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
10. December 3.—Paul in Ephesus 
Acts 18:18 to 20:38 
11. December 10.—Paul in Czsarea 
Acts, Chapters 21-26 
12, December 17.—Paul in Rome 
Acts, Chapters 27, 28 
13. December 24.—A Vision of World Peace 
Isaiah 11 :1-9 
14. December 31.—The Life of Paul 
Philippians 3 : 1-14 
First Quarter 
. January 7.—Birth and Infancy of Jesus. 
Matthew 1:1 to 2:23 
2. January 14.—Baptism and Temptation 
err ee Matthew 3:1 to 4:11 
3. January 21.—Jesus Begins His Ministry. 
Matthew 4 : 12-25 
4. January 28.—Standards of the Kingdom. 
Matthew 5: 1-48 








Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Miracles and Divine Healing. It is evi- 
dent that the apostles did not work miracles 
at will. Here at Ephesus the miracles are 
described as special, or “extraordinary,” 
and were occasioned by the powers of dark- 
mess in Ephesus, which was a center for 
witchcraft. Miracles were used when the 
Gospel was being established. If physical 
miracles continued they would detract from 
the great message of the Gospel. These 
special miracles of healing also indicated, 
as much else indicates, that healing is not 
in the atonement in the sense that it is 
always God’s will to heal without means. 

The Baptism of the Spirit. Paul did 
not ask the twelve disciples at Ephesus: 
“Have ye received the Holy Ghost since 
ye believed?” but: “Did ye, upon believing, 
receive the Holy Spirit?” He recognized 
that there was not a normal conversion if 
they did not receive the Holy Spirit at the 
time they accepted Christ. Acts gives a 
record of the coming of the Holy Spirit 
upon four different classes: Jews (2: 1-18), 
Samaritans (8: 4-17), Gentiles (10: 1-48; 
11: 1-18), and disciples of John the Bap- 
tist (Acts 19: 1-7). This was the transition 
period, when these various classes were 
united into one Body. All believers are 
baptized into one Body, that is, they are 
joined to Christ, by the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, when they believe (1 Cor. 
12: 13)2 

Note: An unusually vital and refreshing 
treatment of Paul’s life and letters is that 
in the recently published book, “The Apos- 
tle of the Unsearchable Riches,” reviewed 
on page 735 of this issue. 


Practical and Personal Applications 

“Be filled with the Spirit.’ All true 
believers have been baptized into one Body 
by the Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13). But Chris- 
tians are called to live in the power of the 
Spirit. Our part is to confess and put away 
sin, to yield completely, as Paul did, living 
for Christ and trusting him for the fullness 
of the Spirit. 


Repent, and believe the Gospel! Paul 
preached repentance to Jews and Gentiles. 
We are saved by faith, but true faith always 
includes repentance for sin. 


Beware of covetousness. The Gospel 

1 The subject is dealt with in Mr. McQuilkin’s 
pamphlet, “What is’ Pentecost’s Message To- 
day?” (10 cents, postpaid, from Columbia Bible 
College, Columbia, S. C.). 
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came into.conflict with the love of money . 


in Ephesus. What a contrast between 
Demetrius the silversmith and Paul who 
coveted no man’s silver! (Acts 19: 24; 20: 
33.) 

Let us see that all Asia hears the Word. 
The continent of Asia today has more than 
five hundred millions who have never heard 
the Gospel. True evangelism reaches out 
to the unreached places. 


Let us begin and continue a revival in 
our church. The church at Ephesus was 
born in revival. Only by continuing thus 
could they keep normal and healthy. About 
thirty years later our Lord’s loving letter 
to them praised their zeal but rebuked them 
for having lost their first love (Rev. 2: 
4). “Revive us again, fill each heart with 
thy love.” 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


It was not “Diana of the Ephesians” 
that concerned Demetrius, so much as 
“mammon of the Ephesians,” the same god 
so widely worshiped in America. 


Aquila and Priscilla did not denounce 
Apollos as a heretic, but lovingly took him 
and instructed him more accurately con- 
cerning the doctrine of Christ. 


If Paul should meet a dozen men in our 
church, would he notice anything about 
them suggesting that they had not received 
the Holy Spirit? 

The Asia that Paul evangelized on his 
third journey was the Asia which the Holy 
Spirit forbade him to enter on his second 
journey. How blessed to have our times 
in the hands of the Lord of the harvest! 


And to think that some day we shall 
fellowship with those Ephesian Christians, 
and discuss with them the deep truths of 
Paul’s letter ! 


The riot in Ephesus that resulted in 
Paul’s departure did not come until all 


God’s purpose with Paul was fulfilled at 
Ephesus. 


If Paul had not preached the whole coun- 
sel of God, he could have saved himself 
much suffering and persecution. 


The cry, “Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians” (the ugly idol they claimed fell from 
Heaven), was a futile protest against that 
new Name that was being magnified in 
Ephesus: “Great is the Lord Jesus whom 
Paul preaches” (who really came from 
Heaven). 


Cotumsia, S. C. 
V4 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three auibers of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT striking statistics mark the begin- 
ning and end of Paul’s stay in Ephesus? 


2. Who laid the foundation for Paul’s great 
work in Ephesus? 


3- What do the sons of Sceva teach us? 
4. What sins should be publicly renounced? 
5. What inspired words of Paul’s on the 


Christian’s conflict are well illustrated by his 
experiences at Ephesus? 


6. Mention one great feature that dis- 
tinguishes each of Paul’s three missionary 
journeys. 


7: What saying of the Lord Jesus is quoted 
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Lesson for December 3 


by Paul which ‘is not«in the Gospels? On 
what occasion did he quote it? 


8. There are twelve distinct expressions in 
this lesson that describe the Gospel which 
Paul and the others preached, How many 
of them can you find? 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatTERIAL: Blackboard. 











r; EPHESUS the people were divided 
into two divisions: Paul and the other 
Christians were for Christ, and the Jews 
and the worshipers of Diana were against 
Him. We're going tc divide our black- 
board into two columns. On: one side we 
will put Paul and the Christians, on the 
other side the Jews and the idol worshipers. 

Today the world is still divided just 
the same. On the one side we put down 
the Christians. Now who shall we put 
down on the other side of the line? (Let 
the children name those for this list. Jews, 
Mohammedans, idolaters, atheists, and so 
on.) Remember that all those on this jist 
refuse to believe in Jesus Christ as the 
only begotten Son of God. They are un- 
believers. So we label our columns: Be- 
lievers — Unbelievers. 

Which column are you in? 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of thé date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

“Did Something to It.”—And God 
wrought special miracles by the hands of 
Paul (Acts 19:11). An old Christian 
was arguing with a skeptic about miracles 
while the latter who was whittling away 
said the reign of law prevented miracles, 
and he could demonstrate. “I hold in my 
hand the best proof in the world that law 
reigns. If I let go this knife no power can 
suspend the law of gravitation. It will fali 
down.” The old Christian said, “Now 
watch me with my jack-knife’; and he 
flicked it up and it stuck in the ceiling. 
He said, “I let go of it and it did not 
fall down.” Said the skeptic, “Oh, but 
you did something to it.” “Yes,” said the 
Christian, “that is what God does.”—From 
The Christian Herald. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto; Can. Prize illustration. 


Light in the Flame.—Brought their 
books together, and burned them (v. 19). 
An inquirer, honest and. earnest, surprised 
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that the Christian way did not open to ‘him 
at once, thought of something that he was 
not: willing to give up. to please God. It 
was a library of infidel books of which he 
was proud, and which he could not help 
reading at times; but when the issue became 
manifest, he made the sacrifice; he burned 
them every one, and then the Way was 
revealed. Describing his conversion, he 
said, “In the flame of my idols I found 
light."—From Arnold’s Commentary. Sent 
by Myra K. Risser, Palmyra, Pa. 


“The Remembers.”"—But none of these 
things move me (Chap. 20:24). There 
is often rain and storm when we would 
like sunshine. But the rain need not dis- 
hearten us. A good many years ago, the 
present Editor of the Trmes was in Carls- 
bad with his father, and King Ferdinand 
of Bulgaria visited the place, attended the 
baths in the Kur Haus, and of course dis- 
tributed royal fees among the physicians 
and attendants. A few days later, when 
it was raining hard, the Editor was talk- 
ing with one of the Austrian physicians 
whom he knew well, and expressed regret 
that it was such a rainy day. “Ah, but I 
have the remembers!” exclaimed the doc- 
tor, reminiscing of the King’s visit. What 
is a rainy day to a man who has been vis- 
ited by a King and has received a King’s 
favors! During the storms of today, we 
who are “children of the King” may well 
“Have the remembers” of the royal blessings 
he has bestowed upon us. He has visited 
us himself; better than that, he has come 
to stay, for “lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the age.”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mary F. 
Wishard, San Rafael, Cal. 


How He Took Persecution.—Blessed 
are they which are persecuted for right- 
eousness’ sake (Golden (Text). Pastor 
J. H. Crowell, when about sixteen, shipped 
on a sailing vessel, where he was the only 
Christian, in a crew of twelve. Before 
leaving his mother he promised to meet her 
three times a day at the throne of grace. 
So: regularly he went below and prayed 
aloud. He thought he must. They threw 
wood at him and poured buckets of water 
over him, but could not put out the fire 
in his soul. Then they tied him to the 
mast and laid thirty-nine stripes on his 
back. Still he prayed. They tied a rope 
around his body and threw him overboard. 
He swam as best he could, and when he 
took hold of the side of the ship they 
pushed him off with a pole. At last his 
strength gave way, and, supposing they 
meant to kill him, he prayed that God 
would forgive them, and called out: “Send 
my body to my mother and tell her I died 
for Jesus.” He was then pulled on deck 
unconscious, but after some time came to. 
Conviction began to seize the sailors. Be- 
fore night two of them were gloriously con- 
verted. Inside of a week every one on 
board, including the captain, was blessedly 
saved.—From Abbie C. Morrow Brown, 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


Recognizing the Road.—Blessed are 
they which are persecuted for righteous- 
ness’ sake (Golden Text). A Spirit-filled 
worker connected with the Africa Inland 
Mission was giving his testimony, after re- 
turning from a very dangerous service in 
the World War. He said that if some one 
sent him on a journey and told him the 
road to take, warning him that at a cer- 
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tain point he would come to a dangerous 
crossing of the river, at another point to 
a forest infested with wild beasts, he would 
come to that dangerous river crossing and 
the other dangers with the satisfaction of 
knowing that he was on the right road, 
So he told them that the Lord had pre- 
dicted that Christians would have tribu- 
lation, and when the tribulations came he 
knew he was on the right road—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By William H. Ridgway 


The B. B. B. Club.—All they which 
dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord 
Jesus, both Jews and Greeks (Acts 19: 10). 
Of course every Jew and every Greek who 
dwelt in Asia did not hear “the word of 
the Lord Jesus” from Paul and his party. 
That word “All” is only a manner of speak- 
ing. Just as we are prone to say, “Oh, 
everybody knows it.” ‘Everybody is wear- 
ing ’em.” “In that church everybody speaks 
to you.” The other day I heard a man tell 
his friend, “Up in Coatesville where Ridg- 
way lives everybody goes to church.” 
Which, alas, they do not. “All” means 
the Gospel was pretty well preached in 
the two years. 

I heard Dan Crawford call attention to 
the fact that our boasted English was 
rather lean in some particulars. ‘“We have 
only one future tense, for example,” said 
Dan. “The black man has ten future 


tenses.” You say, “Ridgway, yes, I will 


do it.” I do not know whether you “will 
do it” in the next minute, the next day, the 
next year, or the next century. The black 
man’s language will tell him when, accord- 
ing to Dan. 

Mr. Gladstone realized the inadequacy 
of his English for knowing the exact mean- 
ing of God’s revelation, so he always read 
it in the Greek Testament he carried. Most 
of us never got that far with our Greek. 

The point of the narrative is that Paul 
and his party were practicing what Paul 
was preaching. “This one thing I do,” and 
the Holy Spirit is telling us that he did it, 
even to “all they which dwelt.” Saying 
to you and me, “Better be busy!” B. B. B. 
Club, the organization whose watchword 
is “Thoroughness.” Come and join up. 
Every member makes good. (Phil. 3: 13; 
t. Cor.-2:2.) 


“Got Your Number.”—Jesus I know, 
and Paul I know; but who are ye? And 
the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped 
on them (vs. 15, 16). Mr. Evil Spirit 
knows. To use a little slang, Mr. Evil 
Spirit, when we oppose him, “has our num- 
ber.’ You may remember this was what 
Jesus one day told Peter. “Simon, Simon, 
behold, Satan hath desired to have you, 
that he may sift you as wheat” (Luke 22: 
31-34). “Thou shalt thrice deny me.” Mr. 
Evil Spirit had Peter’s number. It was 
3! The seven sons of Sceva had never 
done anything against Mr. Evil. They 
were just members of the herd. 

For years I have had much to do with 
boys and girls. I have always had trouble 
differentiating them. While I know all the 
faces, I have trouble with the names, espe- 


‘cially if two brothers or two sisters are 


near the same age. Twins? Oh, dear! 
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Billy or Benny. Esther or Edith. But just 
let one of the boys or girls give me any 
trouble, and I get his or her name for- 
ever. As I lead the mischievous Billy 


Brown out into the vestibule by the ear, - 


the rest of the gang say, “His nibs has 
Billy’s number O, K.” After that I always 
know which Brown is the Billy boy. 

Now Paul was giving old Mr. Evil Spirit 
lots of trouble as he brought the message 
of salvation to Europe and Coatesville. Sup- 
pose I had turned all of Billy Brown’s gang 
out, they would know and never forget 
me. President Roosevelt wrote his daugh- 
ter Ethel, when she took a class, that he 
once had a class of boys of that sort. 

Now Paul had been leading Mr. Evil 
Spirit out by the ear and hanging his 
crowd out the windows, so to speak, and 
you better believe they knew the Lord 
Jesus and Paul. And they know every real 
preacher and every real teacher. When 
the sons of Sceva come mixing in, old Evil 
Spirit cries, “What are you doing butting 
in here.” Bam! bam!! “Take that, will 
ya, and get back into the barnyard where 
ya belong.” Moral: Even old Mr. Evil 
Spirit has respect for the Real Thing. (Jas. 
2: 19.) 


Opposition.—So mightily grew the word 
of God and prevailed (v. 20). Note that 
word “mightily.” Also that word “pre- 
vailed.” What made the “Word of God” 


grow so fast and be so convincing? There 
This Corner 


can be all sorts of answers. 
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mountain on earth. 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT 


If all the Bibles that were sold 

i the world’s 3 
ading Bible societies could be 

stacked one upon another,the 

pile would be more than five 

times higher than the highest 
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writer believes we owe a lot of: it to the 
“certain Jews” who supplied the “resistance 
of the air” that made the “flying” possible. 
That did the advertising. That provided 
that “under dog” sympathy. 

Of course it goes without saying that 
the “Word of God” is always in the hand 
and power of God. But we are talking 
about the human elements of the success 
of the ministry. Human nature never 
changes. The reason crowds flocked to 
the new kind of preaching was not all 
heart hunger and despair of the existing 
conditions. The Jews despised the Romans 
and the Greeks. “Gentiles,” they sneered. 
This contempt was returned with usury. 
So when “certain Jews” began to oppose 
Paul, who was a Roman of Tarsus, “no 
mean city,” and of a family that was likely 
well known, Horatius would say to Claudius 
and Andros would say to Tropenes, “Let’s 
go around and hear this preacher Ben 
Ezra ana his synagogue are trying to run 
out of town” (Acts 28:22). 

In my day more than one undesirable 
cult has come to Coatesville. None has 
ever gotten a foothold because the church 
folks never criticized or attacked them. 
They were never mentioned in pulpit or 
pew. “This is a free country, and every 
man can worship God as he likes,” was 
the attitude. 

John Doan was sick with a disease that 
baffled all the doctors of the country. "A 
member of one of these cults invited him- 
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self to call on sick John. He said, “I have 
come to cure you.” “You're the fellow I’m 
waiting for,” said John. “Go to it.” “You 
must first join our society,” said the man. 
“Why, I would rather have the disease,” 
replied John. John was cured by our 
prayers, — but that is another story. Had 
Coatesville “waded into” these cults, as was 
done in other places, they would have 
grown. As it is, all we have are the old 
regulars. Pres., Bap., Meth., Luth., Epis., 
Cath., Quak., United B. 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


“Give, and it shall be given unto you” 
(Luke 6 : 38). 


1. The privilege of giving to God. 
2. Things we can give him. 

(1) Our own selves. 

(2) Our possessions, 











ft yrente4 the lesson by stressing what a 
privilege it is for us to be allowed to 
give anything to God, to whom the whole 
creation belongs. In Job 15:15, 16 we 
read, “The heavens are not clean in his 
sight. How much more abominable and 
filthy is man.” 

Let the children look up 2 Corinthians 
8:5. Here we find the very first thing 
God wants us to give him. It is our own 
self! Do you remember how Paul had 
a dream in which he saw a man holding 
out his hands and beseeching him to come 
over to Macedonia and tell the people 
there the good news of how the Lord Jesus 
had died to save them? Here we read 
that when they heard the good news, “they 
. . . first gave their own selves to the 
Lord” ; and that is the first thing God wants 
you and me to give him, too. Have YOU 
given yourself to God? Tell the children 
what God has done for them. 

And now don’t you feel you owe him 
something more for all he has done for 
you? I once read the story of a small 
boy who had an English penny a week 
pocket money and he always put aside a 
farthing (a fourth of a cent) every week 
for a missionary society. When we give 
money or other gifts to God’s children for 
Jesus’ sake, it is giving it to him. The gift 
God loves best is one which has cost us 
something. You remember the widow 
woman who put two small coins into the 
collection box in the Temple when the 
Lord Jesus was on earth. He said she had 
given more than all the rich people because 
they had so much that they would not 
miss what they had put in, but she was 
very poor and had given all she had. What 
do YOU give to God? 

If we give to him, we not only lay up 
treasure in Heaven, but he gives back to 
us even while we live in this world. And 
we know that if we are in need, God will 
supply. our need (Phil. 4:19). 

Tell the story in Acts 20:17, 32-38, and 
teach the Memory Verse (Acts 20: 35b). 


Expression Work 


Make a list on the blackboard of things 
we can give to God: our eyes, mouth, hands, 
feet, our time, our money, and the like. 


Yorx, Enc. 














Lesson for December 3 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Fether, 
thou knowest the powers against which our 
warfare is waged. They are beyond any effort 
of our own, beyond the reach of any weapons 
that we possess unless thou dost equip us and 
sustain us in the warfare. How bold and per- 
sistent were thy servants of the early church 
in meeting the attacks of unbelievers and those 
who disputed with them concerning the great 
truths of the Gospel! Thou didst honor the 
apostle Paul by special miracles that thou didst 
permit him to work for the benefit of the dis- 
eased and those under the spell of evil spirits. 
We pray, Lord, that in our own day it may 
be our high privilege so to live and to work as 
to lead others to magnify thy name. May we 
do our part to break down superstition and un- 
belief, and to give to others the pure Gospel of 
salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ, in whose 
name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The Lord Jesus had 
his own ways of showing forth his power 
through the apostle Paul. Paul was per- 
sistent and persuasive, keeping at his work 
with zeal that did not die out, and using 
the gifts that God had given him to per- 
suade others concerning the Kingdom of 
God. Did every one believe him? No, 
indeed! Would every one today believe 
him? No,—-but some would; some could 
see that his power was not the ordinary 
human power of an able man, but the con- 
secrated God-given power of a man who 
was not thinking of his own ability but 
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“I AM WITH YOU” 














of the power that the Lord Jesus gave him. 
Do not suppose that the day of belief is by 
any means past,—for there are revivals 
going on in various lands and in many 
places, and men are led to Christ, and lead- 
ership is empowered by the Lord through 
the Holy Spirit. The evil spirits know’ who 
Jesus is, even if some of us human beings 
seem not to know or care.. The Word 
of the Lord will grow and prevail if we 
give it its full way in our lives. Shall we 
do so henceforth? Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Paul, the World’s Missionary. 


In Ephesus, the city of magic, with the 
“magic” of the Gospel. 




















OW interestingly different cities are — 

like people, all of whom have funda- 
mental likenesses with multiplied variations. 
Compare Corinth, in Greece, with Ephe- 
sus, in Asia, for your girls: both large, 
rich, important centers of commerce, both 
rife with pagan wickednesses, both proud 
of a certain sort of “culture”; yet very 
different in their use of their wealth, the 
kinds. of evil and “culture”. that prevailed. 
Corinth doubtless smiled with superiority 
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at the crude superstition and “black magic” 
that. centered in Ephesus, the busy seaport 
of the A=gean Sea, yet the morality of Cor- 
inth was no whit better than that of Ephe- 
sus. (The map will help in this introduc- 
tion to. Paul’s work in Ephesus.) 

What could the pure Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ do in a veritable cesspool of 
heathen black magic, in a city where the 
best minds accepted the dramatic but cor- 
rupt worship of Diana? Ah, this “pure 
religion and undefiled” has a far stronger 
magic than any “Diana of the Ephesians” 
ever could command; and it stole into the 
hearts of the Ephesians and stole them 
away from their great silver goddess to 
the purely spiritual worship of the very 
Christ of God, as Paul reasoned with them 
daily “in the school of Tyrannus .. . for 
the space of two years.” 

God granted miraculous power to Paul’s 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 





PAUL IN EPHESUS 


ACTS 19-42. 














* 731 


very person, in Ephesus, not recorded of 
him anywhere else he ever preached, ap- 
parently just so he could meet upon their 
own grounds, at first approach, these magic- 
worshiping people. (Acts 19:11, 12). He 
also permitted’ the testimony.of the de- 
mons themselves to gain widespread atten- 
tion in Ephesus, for this same cause (vs. 
13-17). 

So, then, at last, what with the preach- 
ing of Paul, the miracles wrought by him, 
and the fearsome witnessing of the very 
evil spirits themselves, vast numbers of 
these magic-worshiping Ephesians brought 
their books of black magic to burn them 
in a great holocaust somewhere in the city 
—ten thousand dollars’ worth of them at 
one time! Indeed the Word of the Lord 
had grown mightily in Ephesus,’ and in 
all the province of Asia round about the 
city ! 

Teacher, what influence or testimony do 
your girls lack to prevail upon them, every 
one, to abandon all for Christ? What se- 
cret idol— beautiful to them—are they 
still acknowledging in all their ways in- 
stead of the only true God and his Re- 
deemer-Christ? Is it still “Diana or 
Christ?” with any girl of yours? Paul’s 
pure Gospel is still the power of God unto 
her salvation —if she will only beliéve! 


Home Study 


Interesting reading awaits you for this 
week — the results of Paul’s long stay in 
Ephesus and later “happenings” in his ven- 
turesome life. Read Acts 19: 21 to 23:35. 
Did you ever read of a braver man than 
this Paul? 

Decatur, Ga. 

we 


Say, Fellows, a 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Spiritual power. 
Discussion: What are some of the things 


fellows cling to which keep them from 
living lives of power for God? 


Objective: Giving Jesus Christ the right 
of way. : 











re ga: fellows, in the realm of the super- 
natural there are mighty forces which 
by contrast make the boasted inventions of 
human genius and skill look like thirty 
cents. Paul recognized this. He had met 
Jesus Christ face to face. His own strong 
will had been overpowered by that Presence, 
and he knew he was dealing with nothing 
less than the mi, .y power of God. That 
is why he was willing to measure swords 
with “great Diana of the Ephesians” and her 
powerful temple and army of priests; that 
is why he was willing to go up against the 
whole population of Ephesus and defy their 
false goddess. He knew the power of 
Christ was greater than all the gods of 
paganism, and would prevail. 

“So mightily grew the word of God and 
prevailed,” is the closing statement (Acts 
19: 20) of our lesson today, and it was the 
true conclusion of those exciting days in 
Ephesus during which a brave and trust- 
ing soldier of the cross fought single 
handed and victoriously against all the 
forces of men, of wealth, of numbers, and 
popular superstition. 

If you fellows will just once get it into 
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your heads and hearts that Jesus Christ 
is sufficient for your every need in the 
great big life conflict, you would cut out 


a lot of trash and step up on a new high . 


level. You would “expect great things of 
God and attempt great things for God.” 
Even some things you thought worth while 
would take a lower value, as you opened 
your minds to the light of his Word. Those 
Ephesian magicians had set much store 
by their books. They had paid high prices 
for them; but when they saw the mighty 
power of Jesus working, they brought 
their books of magic to the bonfire and 
burned them publicly in the market place. 
It is the best evidence, fellows, that you 
have become a true Christian, when you 
are willing to cut not only the old life, 
but also to burn the bridges behind you. 
Cut clean through. Cut the old companion- 
ships, the old haunts —everything that 
helped to hold you in the power of the 
Devil. Then you are ready to do mighty 
works for your new Master. But he will 
have to help you do the cutting and the 
cleaning up. Just open the door and let 
him in. Say to him today, “Here, Lord, is 
my life; come into it and take charge. Just 
tell me what to do; then give me the grace 
to do it.” Read Ephesians 6: 12-17, 
GreENnsporo, N, C. 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for December 3) 


1, He found about twelve believers there, 
when he arrived for this work (Acts 19: 7), 
and when he had to leave, the whole city 
and province had heard the word of the 
Lord, and multitudes had accepted Jesus as 
the Christ (Acts 19: 10, 18-20). 

2. His own disciples, Priscilla and Aquila, 
with Apollos, whom they instructed so that 
he could teach “more perfectly’ the Gospel 
he had previously learned in part (Acts 18: 
18, 19, 24-26). 

3. That the power of Almighty God is not 
to be utilized for merely private gain. 

4. Those sins which have been publicly 
practiced. 

5. “For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in 
high places” (Eph. 6: 12). 

6. The first journey took the Gospel to 
thousands of Gentiles, and resulted in the 
great conflict as to whether Gentiles needed 
to keep the law of Moses. The second jour- 
ney took the Gospel into Europe. . The third 
journey came into conflict with heathenism 
in Asia and mightily prevailed. 

7. Paul told the Ephesian elders, in his 
farewell, to “remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give 
than to receive” (Acts 20: 35). 

8. The way of the Lord. The things of 
the Lord. Things concerning the Kingdom 
of God. That way. The word of the Lord 
Jesus. Jesus whom Paul preacheth. The 
Word of God. Repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. The Gos- 
pel of the grace of God. Preaching the King- 
dom of God. All the counsel of God. The 
word of his grace. The twelve expressions 
are found in Acts 18: 25 (two); 19: 8, 9, 10, 
13, 20; 20: 31, 24, 25, 27, 32. 


He that is mastered by Christ is the 
master of every circumstance. Does the 
circumstance press against you? Do not 
push it away. It is the potter's hand. Your 
mastery will come, not by arresting its 
progress, but by enduring its discipline, for 
it is not only shaping you into a vessel of 
beauty and honor, but it ts making your 
resources available. 
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Ah-Fu’'s Costly Lesson 


A true story 
By Amelia O. Stott 


VERYTHING was bitter bad in the 

home of Ah-fu, near the village of 
“Cloudy Hills” in China. His father was 
very sick, so his mother and he had to 
work hard to keep their rice bowls even 
half full. Ah-fu, whose name means 
“Much Riches” wished it were true, for 
even a copper cent seemed unwilling to 
come his way. 

Yet really the boy was richer than many 
others around, because his parents were 
“Jesus-believers,” and Ah-fu had recently 
confessed his faith in the Saviour in the 
little village church. 

He found it hard to understand why so 
much trouble and sickness should come like 
the big Chinese kite-birds to roost on the 
roof corners, always watching to pounce 
upon their few baby chicks. He expected 
the Lord Jesus to protect them and keep 
them in joy and peace, and he felt disap- 
pointed. Ah-fu could not read well and 
did not know very much of the teaching 
of the Bible. 

One day an old farmer came along, who 
had once been their neighbor, wanting to 
buy some mulberry leaves for his silk- 
worms, as Ah-fu’s father had rather a large 
tree. But the leaves were all poor and 
blighted, so that in the end he would not 
take them. 

“Come in! Come in! and see my father,” 
urged the boy. “He is a little better today, 
though the fever burns like a great fire. 
My mother will never let thee go without 
some poor beggar’s fare.” 

“Not so, not so,” said the old man. “I 
must instruct my féet to go quickly on 
the way.” But Ah-fu’s mother would 
not permit him, and both she and her 
boy pulled him into the sick man’s room. 

The visitor dared not refuse, because it 
is said in China to offend “the spirit of 
sickness,” nor must he hurry away; so 
the old man had to sit down and talk 
to the invalid. Ah-fu’s mother brought 
some cold tea and set about making a meal, 
but she was very slow, for she wanted the 
visitor to stay till sunset, and then perhaps 
he would coax “the spirit of sickness” to 
return with him to his distant village! 

“What bad luck this year that we have 
no good mulberry leaves,” she sighed to 
Ah-fu. “Truly our’ sun is hidden by clouds.” 

“So! So!” he replied, and then sud- 
denly an idea struck him. The old man 
had thrown down his large new hempen 
bag when going to look at the tree. Why 
not hide it and pretend some one passing 
along by the gateway had stolen it? True 
it would only bring a few cents to sell, but 
still anything was better than nothing. So 
in a flash Ah-fu had carefully hidden the 
bag, hoping the old man would forget all 
about it. It was very late when he left, 
for he had dozed a while in the sunshine 
outside after his meal, being weary with 
his long tramp. 

He woke up in a great flurry, saying, 
“Truly I must hasten my steps or I will 
not be home before darkness falls.” And 
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immediately he hurried off as fast as he 
could, 

To Ah-fu’s joy he forgot all about his 
bag! Next morning early the boy took it 
and sold it, but somehow his heart would 
not “lie down in peace.” 

A day or so later the old man called 
in to ask about his loss, but Ah-fu de- 
clared some one passing must have stolen 
it. Anyway it was not there, both he and 
his mother easily made the farmer believe 
that. She in her ignorance thought little 
of the theft, and felt that her boy had 
been rather sharp to get the coppers 
badly needed to pay for his father’s medi- 
cine. But One above was grieved with his 
little follower, and Ah-fu did not feel so 
happy even when his father got quite well 
again. 

He went to Sunday-school as usual, but 
as the Chinese say there was not much 
mee-dao (“flavor”). He made excuses for 
not learning the Golden Text and _ his 
teacher wondered why he had stopped tak- 
ing the same interest in the lessons. 

Things were much better now at home, 
his father, who made farm plows and 
yokes, had got some orders, their small 
rice field was looking well, and his mother 
was making a little money selling fans, 
now that the summer was near. There 
was simply no reason for Ah-fu not to be 
happy, yet his merry laugh and gay songs 
ceased. At home when his father had 
family worship Ah-fu felt uncomfortable, 
and his own prayers were often forgotten 
or carelessly repeated. 

Then one Sunday the lesson was all 
about Achan and the stolen garment, in 
Joshua 7, and that night Ah-fu had a 
dream all about a stolen bag. Because he 
could not forget it he felt troubled, and 
at last very reluctantly told his father. 

“My son, my heart is pained. I know 
well thou didst take it for my sake, and 
it seems a very small thing, but it was steal- 
ing, and has grieved our Saviour. I will 
give thee back the money for the bag and 
thou must take it to Friend Wong at once, 
humbly confessing thy fault. I will go 
with thee to share thy shame. I am more 
sorry because he is not a believer, and 
will say we are no better than others 
around who lie and steal.” 

Ah-fu felt much ashamed, which in China 
is called “losing face.” He hung his head, 
for he simply hated having to go and con- 
fess his fault. His father shared his boy's 
feeling still more, for, even in his heathen 
days, he had always prided himself on his 
fine, honest reputation. No one could ever 
say that he had cheated them out of the 
worth of a single nail. 

Setting out next day Ah-fu and his 
father reached the man’s house after sev- 
eral hours’ toilsome walking. He greeted 
them politely and was most hospitable. 

“T am overcome with the honor of your 
visit. Sit at ease and slowly eat my poor 
scanty rice,” he said, although the meal 
provided was tasty and abundant. 

After it was over Ah-fu bravely made 
his confession and produced the copper 
cents. But their host refused to take them. 

“No, no! it is too small a trifle. Truly 
at the time I felt vexed at being so care- 
less as to lose the new bag. Long since, 
however, it is completely washed off the 
slate of my mind; let us speak now of 
other things.” But the impression of that 
visit was to bear fruit for Christ in that 


























Lesson for December 3 


heathen home. Nothing is kept private in 
China, and of course all the family knew 
about the matter. 

“Truly there must be something,” they 
said, “in the Christian religion to make 
the man lose a day’s work to come with 
his small son and confess a fault that had 
not been found out. Both he and the boy 
willingly ‘lost face’ when they need not 
have done so. They have truly got some- 
thing in their religion we do not possess.” 

The old man tried to make Ah-fu gather 
up the coppers, but he refused until their 
host said politely: 

“T have heard it said that your Jesus- 
Church is in sore need of repair. Take 
this small gift from me,’ and he added 
a silver dollar coin to the coppers. 

“My father,” said Ah-fu as they went 
home, “I felt pain within because I was 
going ‘to lose face,’ but now I feel so 
happy, as if I had found great joy.” 

“True, my son, but never forget the cost 
of that stolen bag. God by grace has 
forgiven thee and washed away thy sin, but 
always remember sin has its price and that 
was paid by the Lord Jesus.” 

And Ah-fu, looking up at the grave and 
weary face beside him, felt that his fault 
had also brought sorrow to his good hon- 
est father. 


WortHInG, Sussex, ENG. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Dec. 10. What Does “Salvation” Mean? John 
3: 16,. 17. 
Sunday, December 3 


Causes and Cures of Poverty 
(Psa. 82 : 1-8) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Thriftlessness causes poverty (Prov. 
10:4, 5). e 

Tues.—Laziness causes poverty (Prov. 6: 
10, 11). 

Wed.—Misfortune causes poverty (Mark 


12 : 41-44). 

Thurs.—Hard work cures poverty (Prov. 
at 3 5); 

Fri.—Business cures poverty (2 Chron. 1: 
15; 8: 1-6). 

Sat.—Foresight and famine (Gen. 41 : 25- 
36). 











What kind of poverty exists in our town? 
How do welfare societies help the poor? 
What can we do for the poor? 


AVE you ever thought about the 

poverty of the Lord Jesus? From 
the time of his birth he had no earthly 
possessions. His mother had to borrow 
a manger from the beasts of the fields for 
his first cradle. During his ministry he 
said of himself, “The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests; but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay 
his head” (Matt. 8:20). When he wanted 
to get away from the pressure of the 
crowd in order to preach a sermon, he 
had to borrow a boat. He rode into Jeru- 
salem on a borrowed beast on the day 
when the multitude proclaimed him as 
Messiah. He ate his last supper with the 
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disciples in a borrowed room, He was 
buried in a borrowed grave. 

Yet why all of this poverty for the 
Lord of glory? Paul tells us: “For. ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor, that ye through his pov- 
erty might be rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). 


But poverty, when it comes through no 
fault of our own, is not necessarily a 
calamity or a disgrace. We should re- 
member the difficulty our Lord mentioned 
that the rich have in entering the King- 
dom of Heaven (Matt. 19:24). Further- 
more, those who are poor in this world’s 
goods but “rich in faith” are especially 
commended (Jas. 2:5). - Sometimes God 
permits poverty to come to us to draw 
us closer to himself, as many can testify 
during this time of depression. 

As for human poverty, we may observe 
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many causes over which man has control. 
Thriftlessness is one cause that is. easy to 
understand (Prov. 10: 4, 5). 

Laziness is another cause of poverty 
(Prov. 6: 10, 11). When work was plen- 
tiful and the money came readily, it was 
all too easy to form habits of laziness. 
Even in times of depression laziness must 
be guarded against. Long periods of idle- 
ness tend to produce lazy habits. 

The greed and injustice of others is a 
well-known cause of poverty (Jas. 5:1- 
6). Those who have money or power, by 
the manipulation of markets or stocks to 
their own advantage, have brought untold 
suffering and hardship and loss upon inno- 
cent victims. 

+ 4 

Anything man can do therefore to elim- 
inate such causes of poverty will remedy 
the situation. But we must not mistakenly 
believe that such remedies can ever cure, 
The real and underlying cause of all pov- 








So writes a friend. 


God to help you make it more later. 
You'll be glad you wrote. 


27 Throop Avenue 





“The Jews Gave Us a 
Great Welcome” 


“* As the Jews in the early days of our pilgrimage gave us a great wel- 
come, it is now our golden opportunity to return the rich compliment.’’ The good brother doubt- 
less had in mind Acts 11: 18, where we are told that the Jewish Christians,'when they heard that 
Gentiles were being converted, were very happy and “ glorified God, saying, Then hath God 
also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.”’ 

Dear Christian, Paul sewed tents so that he could preach the Gospel to the Gentiles free of 
cost tothem! Did you ever return the compliment]? Have you ever tried to pay back the debt ? 

Start today your first token of love for the Jew. Don’t hold back because it is small; trust 
“THE CHOSEN PEOPLE” is sent to contributors. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO THE JEWS, INC. 


Ask for our free booklet, ‘‘ Jewish Mission Annuity Bonds ’’ 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 




















Order Early 





XMAS GIFTS for CHILDREN 
INDIVIDUAL NAME PENCILS 


Name stamped in gold on highest 
m holly design, assorted colors in each box. 


Box of 6, 35c— 10 boxes or more, 30c 
Box of 12, 60c — 10 boxes or more, 55c each 
' Enclose Check, Money Order, or Currency 

OHIO PENCIL CORP., COLUMBUS, O. 


rade sc pencils. Packed in boxes of 
ne name to a box. 
3, 25c — 10 boxes or more, 18c each 
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HELPS AT THE HARD PLACES ON THE PAGES WHERE NEEDED 


SCOHHE2 SIBLE 


At All Booksellers 


Send for Circular of Bible Questions 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 114 Fifth Ave., New York 





Test Your Knowledge of the Bible | 





By AMOS R. WELLS 





BIBLE SAYINGS 


persons, places and synonyms. 





1500 sentences to be completed or located. 


THE BIBLE CROSS-WORD PUZZLE BOOK 
By S. K. DAVIS 
50 regular puzzles with diagramed answers. Based on Bible facts, 


KNOW YOUR BIBLE? (60th thousand) 


1500 questions on great events and characters. 


GO TILL YOU GUESS (30th thousand) 


400 selections of 5 questions each pointing to answers. 





ANSWERS IN BACK — $1.00 EACH, POSTPAID 
W. A. Witoe COMPANY, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
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THE BIBLE LANDS 
GOSPEL MISSION 


Beirut, Mt. Lebanon, Syria 


REV. and MRS. VARTAN ATCHINAK 
DIRECTORS 


The Mission is interdenominational 
and soundly evangelical. It carries 
the Gospel of the grace of God to 
Armenians, Syrians, Jews and Mo- 
hammedans, by holding Services, 
Evangelistic Campaigns, Sunday- 
schools, visiting homes, shops, hos- 
pitals, and prisons. 


‘The Mission gives Bible school train- 
ing for native Christian workers, 
Christian education and Bible train- 
ing daily for 350 boys and girls with 
its consecrated staff of teachers, and 
excelleiit school arrangements. 


It is a faith work, supported by volun- 
tary gifts. Remittances should be 
made payable to 


THE BIBLE LANDS GOSPEL MISSION 


325 N. Thirteenth Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


1512 Third St. Harrisburg, Pa. 





Reduced Rates for CHRISTMAS Material 

We Offer Some Splendid BIBLE GAMES at New Low 
Prices! Our Christmas te are designed specially 
for sn School and Church Entertainment. 

x Night, Rie of Songs and Recitations, 8c 
each, "75c per “Glad Tidings Recitations for 
Christmas” * Pembervk, 25c. “Song and Stud 
for God's Little Ones’’ (Special), 177 pages, Po ** Spell 


It,”” Bible and Literature Game (wae c 
Send in Post Card for our SP Ai CHRISTMAS 
LIST together with our General Catalog. 
THE GLAD TIDINGS PUBLISHING co. 
Cor. Calhoun & Superior Sts., Fort Wayne, Ind. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


erty is sin, It is not always sin on the 
part of the sufferer from poverty. But sin 
somewhere along the line has been respon- 
sible, 

ee 

To believers today the Lord Jesus does 
not promise wealth. He does promise to 
supply all our needs (Phil. 4:19). He 
does not guarantee to preserve us from 
tribulation. In fact, he tells us that in this 
world we shall have tribulation. But he 
does promise us strength, comfort, and 
joy in the midst of it. 

Poverty, however, can only be banished 
by the coming of the Lord Jesus and the 
setting up of his righteous reign. As long 
as there are evil men unchecked upon the 
earth there will be unfairness and suffer- 
ing and poverty. But when the Lord Jesus 
comes he will set right all these wrongs. 
Even the unwilling will be compelled to 
obey. Then and only then will the law be 
administered impartially and fairly. Then 
and only then will the poor share with the 
rich in the temporal blessings that God 
has provided for all. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 

ool Lesson Committee. 
November 27 to December 3 

Mon.—Acts 19: 8-20. Paul in Ephesus. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Paul followed 
Apollos to Ephesus. The twelve disciples 
there, filled with the Spirit, emboldened 
Paul to speak in a synagogue for three 
months, “disputing and persuading the 
things concerning the kingdom of God.” 
The public ministry of the apostle was so 
blessed that at the end of two years, “all 
they which dwelt in Asia heard the word 
of the Lord Jesus,” and “mightily grew 
the word of God and prevailed.” The 
world today needs many Spirit-filled serv- 
ants of God. Pray for the 500 states in 
India still unoccupied. There is an atmo- 
sphere of good will, The soil is prepared 
for Gospel seed. 


Tues.—Acts 19: 23-29. The Riot at Ephesus. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Signal success at 
Ephesus was followed by a Satan-inspired 





FOR PRIMARY TEACHERS 











Just the help you have been looking for 


THE LIFE OF JESUS 


As Pictured by the Master Painters of the World with the Bible ‘Texts which inspired them 
SELECTED AND ARRANGED BY MYRTLE K. WILDE 


PART 1 THE CHILDHOOD OF JESUS 


PART Il THE BOYHOOD AND EARLY MANHOOD OF JESUS 
PART Ill FAMILIAR PARABLES AND MIRACLES OF JESUS 
PART IV THE DEATH AND ASCENSION OF JESUS 


Reproductions of the masterpieces on one page and the Bible text on the other with 
sufficient space left that the pupil may, in his own way, write the story of the event, or 
draw his own conception of the picture itself. 


A complete chronological study of the Life of Jesus in one year. 
52 Lessons — §2 pictures — 13 for each quarter. 
Each part 25c— Per set $1—in quantity 20c each. 








W. A. Wilde Company 


Boston 


November 18, 1933 


opposition. As Mr. Finney used to say, 
“If God wants a thing done, the Devil 
doesn’t.” Before the riot at Ephesus “all 
they which dwelt in Asia heard the word 
of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.” 
Note the immensity of Paul’s missionary 
plans (vs. 21, 22). Observe the devotion 
of Christian brethren (v. 29). Perhaps 
Romans 16: 3, 4 explains this. The ancient 
theater is now a pile of ruins. The record 
of the ministry of Paul and his beloved 
brethren is graven legibly on the pages of 
time and eternity. Pray that evangelism, 


the urgent thing just now in China, may 
prevail wondrously. 


Wed.—Ephesians 1 : 1-14. 
The Message to the Ephesians. 
PRAYER SuccESTIONS: The divine reve- 
lation of the Father’s eternal counsels, the 
Son’s atoning work, and the Spirit’s min- 
istry call for devoutest thanksgiving. The 
Father’s work of love; the Son’s redeem- 
ing mercy; and the Spirit’s regenerating, 
sanctifying, and glorifying grace exhibited 
in and through the Church is the pith of 
Ephesians. Oh, may the real sense of 
grace experienced by the first disciples, 
through revival in our day, be felt by mit- 
lions! Pray for the work of evangelization 
among the mysterious veiled folk in the 
Sahara Desert 


Thurs.—Ephesians 6: 10-20. Spiritual Conflict. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: The spiritual 
armor needed against spiritual foes is pro- 
vided by our blessed Lord for Christian 
warriors. As good soldiers we must fight 
in the Christian armor if we would triumph. 
Christ’s might and the armor of light, on 
the right hand and on the left, are God’s 
furnishings for the spiritual conflict. Head, 
feet, heart, eye, ear, and tongue, all must 
be guarded for the warfare against the 
world, the flesh, and the Devil. Pray for 
the native pastors in Kenya, Tanganyika, 
and Belgian Congo territories leading in the 
forward movement of the indigenous 
churches in Africa. . 


Fri—Psalm 27:1-6. Jehovah Our Strength. 

PRAYER SuccEstions: A Psalm of David 
before he was anointed. It expresses con- 
fidence, hope, and joy in Jehovah, amid the 
trials of life, in the form of a_ prayer. 
The comfort of God as his light; the 
rest afforded in the contemplation of God 
as his security, the waiting upon God as 
the sum total of all his expectation, find 
expression in exclamation, interrogation, 
and declaration. God as the strength of 
his life kept him from fainting in a time 
of bitter trial. “Blessed is the man whose 
strength is in thee” (Psa. 84:5). Pray 
for the unevangelized areas of Sumatra. 
Motor roads have been built in the vicinity 
of a thousand unreached villages. 


Sat.—Acts 20 : 28-38. An Affectionate Parting. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Paul’s pastoral 
heart was solicitous for the flock of God 
as tendencies toward apostasy appeared. 
Godly sympathy, kindly warning, and 
prayer were quickened as he realized that 
“grievous wolves” would enter among 
them. He warned them to watch and warn 
after his own example, “night and day with 
tears.” His farewell address to them and 
his affectionate parting. breathe that in- 
tegrity, fidelity, and love which should 
characterize the ministers of our God. Pray 
for God’s rich blessing upon the Bibles 

















Lesson for December 3 


placed by the Gideons in the two outstand- 
ing hotels at Kyoto, Japan, 


Sun.—Isaiah 40 : 18-23. Jehovah’s Greatness. 
Prayer .SuGGEstTions: The majesty . of 
God solaces the believing heart and in- 
spires the confidence of hope. God’s great- 
ness is set forth in this chapter in language 
most engaging. He is greater than all 
his wondrous works. The heavens he spans; 
the waters of the seas he measures in his 
hand; the hills are taken up as if they 
were a little thing; the peoples of earth 
are before him like the small dust of the 


merchant’s scale. His greatness is un- 
searchable. Well may we exclaim: “O 
Lord, my God, thou art very great!” 


Pray for the Chinese Bible Society of 
South China, managed by Chinese them- 
selves. 









oP JUST WEST of BWAY 


1000 ROOMS.... EACH WITH RADIO 
BATH and SHOWER, CIRCULATING 
ICE WATER, LARGE CLOSETS 


—- $950 pay ido $600 














“Where religious leaders meet” 


LORRAINE HOTEL 


Broad Street at Fairmount Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
D. DEWEY DAVIS, Manager 
Private Garage on premises FREE to guests 














FOR SECOND HAND 


Tueotocicat OOKS 


t Stock in America. Over haifa million Theo- 
logical Books — Classified by subject. 
Catalogues Free. Correspondence and ‘‘ Want Lists ” 


invited. 
Please mention this paper 
> 
Schulte’s Book Store °° “es, vorttohy 












A Whole Year for $1.00 
THE JLLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure ! 


Write for Special Introductory Prices for 
Sunday Schools. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 





Sunday School & Church Supplies 
SEND FOR OUR ILLUSTRATED CATALOG. 
MacCALLA & COMPANY, INC. 

3640 Market Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
Church Printers Since 1821. 





CHRISTMAS EOO: _ audois “4 
by John Greenleaf Whittier, and Scripture selections. 
Suitable gift for young and old. Art covers. Large 
edition now ready. 1oc each; 3 for 25c. Mrs. N. H. 
GRIFFIN, 1624 N. El Molino Ave., Pasadena, Calif. 





When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times. 
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| With the New Books 


The Apostle of the Unsearchable 
Riches. By R. J. Miller and E. D. Miller. 
(Crescent Press, Pittsburgh, $1.) The 
writers have entered into the heart of 
Paul, and in fourteen brief chapters have 
set forth in clear, interesting, and vivid 
fashion the man and his missionary work. 
Brief as the studies are, nothing essential 
is omitted, and a warm spiritual atmo- 
sphere pervades the narrative, along with 
the never-ceasing action and fascinating in- 
terest that belong to any true account of 
Paul’s ministry. Particularly happy are 
the summaries of Paul’s Epistles, each 
one put into its historical setting, and its 
doctrinal and spiritual message made clear. 
Each chapter closes with a series of ques- 
tions that help to sum up for the student 
the facts he should master. Dr. R. J. Mil- 
ler has completed fifty-two years as Editor 
of the. United Presbyterian Publications. 
In this latest book he is helped by his son, 
Earl D. Miller, who, like his: father, is 
preaching Paul’s Gospel with power. Sun- 
day-school teachers could have no _ better 
help in reviewing the life and ministry of 
Paul, and in summing up the spiritual mes- 
sage of his life and letters. 











The Victorious Life 




















Thanksgiving Conference 


HE annual Thanksgiving Week-end 

Conference at Keswick Grove, N. J., 
will open Friday evening, December 1, 
and continue through Sunday evening, De- 
cember 3. These week-end conferences at 
America’s Keswick are always rich with 
blessing, and the natural beauties of Kes- 
wick, with its six hundred acres and two 
picturesque lakes, are at their height in 
this autumn season. It is hoped that Dr. 
J. East Harrison, a much loved Bible 
teacher and author of the book “Reigning 
in Life,” will conduct the Bible Hour. 
Mission studies will be given by the Rev. 
W. Alfred Schlichter of the China Inland 
Mission. Mr. Trumbull of THe SuNbay 
ScHoot Times will lead the conference, 
and will give messages on the Victorious 
Life that is possible in Christ for every 
believer. 

The conference registration fee is $1; 
room and board $5, including Friday supper 
and Monday breakfast; applications should 
be sent. as early as possible to the Victori- 
ous Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 
1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


A New Russian Relief Service 


6 ELIGION is the opiate of the nation.” 
This is the slogan of Lenin, who 
established Bolshevism in Russia fifteen 
years ago. “Today we have the fruits 
of that principle,” writes a Russian Chris- 
tian, “and surely they are most bitter.” 
Dependable reports describe famine rag- 
ing especially in southern Russia, where 
not only. dogs, cats, mice, and tree bark 
are eaten, but where cases of cannibalism 
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INCREASE 


Attendance and Interest 


in your Sunday School 
throug 


THE MINISTRY OF SONG 
Happy, helpful, attendance- 
ringing singing. 
The new Church School 
Song Book 


“GLORIA IN EXCELSIS” 


contains songs that have 


ANIMATION WITHOUT FRIVOLITY 

@ They rally the School to faithful service. 
@ They express the power of the Scriptures. 

PASTORS and SUPERINTENDENTS acclaim 
this book as a stimulus to increased activity. 

LEBANON, PENNA. 

q A large School had a committee examine every book 
on the market. The decision was UNANIMOUS for 


“Gloria in Excelsis,’’ ‘because it contains proper 
music for Sunday Schools.” 


@ The unsolicited testimonials by users are numer- 
ous and complimentary. 


DO NOT DECIDE until you examine this REAL 
SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOK, 


Price $30, $40, $45, the hundred, according to 
binding. 14 piece orchestration $10 complete. 
HALL-MACK CO., 21st & Arch Sts., Phila., Pa. 


Send examination reg ae GLORIA IN EXCELSIS” 
and your “ PAY AS YOU SING” plan of easy pay- 
ments, and how to raise the money. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


The Sunday School Literature pub- 
lished by the Union Gospel Press, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, follows the 


International Uniform S. S. Lesson Topics 
It believes and teaches Holy Writ in the 


“Bible Expositor and 


Illuminator ”’ 


An Advanced Quarterly of 192 pages 
and Through the Entire Line. 


Sample lessons or sample pack will be 
sent on application. 


Address UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, CLEVELAND, OHIO 
Notice —The Bible Expositor and Illuminator, 
beginning Jan. 1, 1934, will continue to be a 
Gow in Monthly parts of 64 pages each. The 
ree parts are sent quarterly in an envelope. 























READ tH LIGHT 


(SCRIPTURE TEXT 

















ee Hh Only $1.50 Each Postpaid 
Created by— Gospel Trumpet Co. “tic::° 
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Which shall if te? 


Thanks-getting 


dinner at home, 
or Thanks-giving 
dinner 


BY THE SEA? 





AT HOME there will be a turkey 
to stuff and roast, vegetables to 
prepare, pies to make, the table 
to set, dishes to wash afterward 
—the maid to mollify. 


At Chalfonte-Haddon Hall it 
will be just fun—your own table. 
Your own individual turkey with 
a variety of good things to go 
with it to suitevery taste. When 
you're full to bursting, how 
you will welcome a brisk hike on 


the Boardwalk. 


Come down Wednesday after- 
noon and make a delightful week- 
end of it. (Rates are modest.) 
Chalfonte-Haddon Hall makes 
a perfect holiday-home for young 
and old. American and European 
plans. Write for reservations. 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 


CHALFONTE- 
HADDON HALL 


ATLANTIC CITY 


CHRISTMAS 
MUSIC 


Our catalogue, with music from three 16 page services 
included, free upon request this, only, is free of charge. 
CHRISTMAS HELPER, No. 21—25 cents. 

Contains rer recitations and special features, also 6 
songs for Children. Unequalled value. 

A White Christmas; a “ giving’’ pageant; 30 cents, 
$3.00 the dozen. ; : 

‘lhe Search for a King; sacred dramatic presentation ; 
25 cents. 

scant Jane’s Christmas; cantata for young people; 
$3.00 the dozen. 

These and others (except ‘‘ Helpers *») sent for examination. 
HALL-MACK CO., 2047 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 
INSTEAD OF Currstmas Carns, Joun’s 

Empnasizep. Gospret. Five 


cents each, ay} for $1.00 mailed. Good print, cloth cover, 
bright-red. Map (my own el promise of Acts free. 


ELIZABETH MERRIAM, 




















ramingham, Mass. 
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occur. A recent letter tells of parents be- 
ing afraid to let their children go out 
alone. 

The believers are the first to suffer. Be- 
ing regarded by atheistic rulers as their 
enemies, they are deprived of “bread cards” 
which enable them to buy food at regular 
stores at regular prices. Everything tends 
to starve them spiritually as well as physi- 
cally. Their only hope is God, and how 
he is needed there! They beg for the 
prayers of those who enjoy religious lib- 
erty in other lands. 

To help them in this time of their dis- 
tress, a strong American committee of 
nationally known men has been organized. 
The members are Curtis Lee Laws, Earle 
V. Pierce, John W. Bradbury, Will H. 
Houghton, M. Joseph Twomey, A. F. Ball- 
bach, W. T. Elmore, J. C. Massee, W. H. 
Knight, L. R. Scarborough, F. G. Sayers, 
Albert G. Johnson, W. B. Riley, John 
Bunyan Smith, W. H. Rogers, J. L. White, 
Len G. Broughton, and A. Schmitthenner, 
treasurer. The work is supervised by five 
Philadelphia members under the direction 
of I. V. Neprash, Executive Secretary. 
Professor Neprash was born and educated 
in Russia, and also born again there, com- 
ing into the faith from sheer atheism; he 
taught in a college, served as pastor of a 
leading church in the country, studied fur- 
ther in the United States, and has trav- 
eled extensively in Christian work through- 
out Europe. 

The name of the new organization is the 
Russian Missionary and Relief Service. It 
publishes a bulletin called The Link, which 
the committee will gladly send -free to all 
who ask for it. While-sending food or- 
ders in a dependable way to the sufferers 
in Russia, regardless of denominational af- 
filiation, the Russian Service is also doing 
missionary work among the spiritually hun- 
gry millions of Russians and Ukrainians 
outside of Russia. Requests for The Link, 
as well as contributions, should be ad- 
dressed to the Russian Missionary and 
Relief Service, 850 East Thompson Street, 
Philadelphia. 


7 
Handwork Illustrating Paul's Life 


A ks superintendent of the Light of the 
World Mission in Czechoslovakia, 
Eugen Kurt Friedemann, passes on an un- 
usual plan which has been followed with 
much blessing and profit for several years. 

When the Sunday-school lessons were 
on the life of the apostle Paul for six 
months, every child was invited to make 
an exhibit of some kind connected with the 
apostle’s life and work. Each object was 
to be the child’s own production and have 
attached to it the Scripture which it illus- 
trated. Some of the older children made 
three or four entries. There were mot- 
toes, words of Paul beautifully painted. 
There were ships to represent the ship- 
wreck or travels, swords that spoke of 
the “Sword of the Spirit,” and there was 
also the sword which the Philippian jailer 
drew to take his own life. There was the 
lantern which was brought when he called 
for a light. There were tents, because 
Paul was a tent-maker, quill pens by which 
the prison Epistles were written, the whole 
armor of the Christian, the “altar to the 
Unknown God,” wooden stocks and chains 
for the hands and feet, spears of Roman 
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soldiers, and even the open-air pulpit when 
Paul preached from the stairs. One girl 
wanted to make something which no one 
else thought of, and read ‘through the 
Book of Acts three times, finally making 
the Roman scourge with which Paul was 
beaten. 

At another and smaller branch of the 
Mission the same plan was carried out 
for the Gospels of Matthew and John, and 
adult believers were asked to contribute 
an exhibit from either of the Gospels. 
Every member entered into the plan, and 
both Gospels were diligently read. The re- 
sult was most interesting. There were boats 
and nets for fishing, the pole and serpent 
mentioned in John 3, the light under a 
bushel, Jacob’s Well, together with the 
waterpot left by the Samaritan woman, the 
money bag of Judas, the alabaster box, the 
sword of Peter, and the lanterns carried 
by the men who took Jesus. There were 
the five loaves and two fishes, and the 
baskets for the fragments, and also the 
towel used by Jesus to wipe the disciples’ 
feet. 

All of the objects were beautifully made, 
and were brought together for an exhibit 
on New Year’s Eve. This was followed by 
a Watch Night service of testimony and 
prayer. There were no prizes offered, the 
whole object of the plan being to secure 
more reading of the Word of God. But 
to each person who made an entry there 
was given a Bible picture, usually taken 
from the cast-off picture rolls sent from 
America. 








Che Sunday School Gines 


President and Publisher 
Puitie E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 





Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old 
or new subscribers, in 
the United States and 
Possessions, These rates 
include postage. 

$2—One copy, or any 
US. number of copies less 
than five, $2 each, per 
year. One copy, five 
years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


MEMBER 


WE DO OUR PART 





Christian Youth is published weekly, ¢ o 
at the following rates, payable in ad-a> & YO 


vance, in the United States and Pos-” e 
sessions. These rates include postage. pyan 


75 cents—One or more.copies to in-= * 


ouMFr 
rz. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in ay om * 
package to only one address, 52 cents w-4 


dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year, : 


each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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